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Why is Divine Election Important? 
John Piper list 10 points of personal testimony as to why the 5 Points of Calvinism (also known 
as the Doctrines of Grace) are so important to him (see John Piper, Five Points: Toward a 
Deeper Experience of God’s Grace, Christian Focus, 2013, pp. 77-84) 
 

1) These truths make me stand in awe of God and lead me into the depth of true God-
centered worship (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14; Rom. 11:36). 

2) These truths help protect me from trifling with divine things. 
3) These truths make me marvel at my own salvation (Eph. 1:18-19). 
4) These truths make me alert to man-centered substitutes that pose as good news (1 Tim. 

3:15). 
5) These truths make me groan over the indescribable disease of our secular, God-

belittling culture. 
6) These truths make me confident that the work which God planned and began, he will 

finish—both globally and personally (Jer. 32:40; Isa. 41:10; cf. Phil. 1:6). 
7) These truths make me see everything in the light of God’s sovereign purposes—that 

from him and through him and to him are all things, to him be glory forever and ever 
(Rom. 11:36; 1 Cor. 10:31; Eph. 1:11). 

8) These truths make me hopeful that God has the will, the right, and the power to answer 
prayer that people be changed (Matt. 6:9; 2 Thess. 3:1; Ezek. 11:19; 36:27; 2 Tim. 2:25-
26; Acts 16:14). 

9) These truths remind me that evangelism is absolutely essential for people to come to 
Christ and be saved, and that there is great hope for success in leading people to faith, 
but that conversion is not finally dependent on me or limited by the hardness of the 
believer (1 Cor. 2:14; 1 Pet. 1:23, 25; Rom. 1:16; Eph. 2:1-6; Matt. 19:26; John 10:16). 

10) These truths make me sure that God will triumph in the end (Isa. 46:9-10; Psa. 33:11). 
 
The Issues at Stake 

1) What is your view of God? Is he big or small? Is God’s sovereignty limited? Is he 
dependent on us in any way? 

2) What is your view of humanity? Are we born good, indifferent (neutral), or depraved? 
Are we mostly sinful or wholly sinful? Do we have any island of righteousness to which 
we can cling? 

3) What is your view of saving grace?                                                                                               
Is it (A) monergistic? This means ‘one’ (mono-) agent (God) ‘working’ (ergon) through his 
grace to save.                                                                                                                                  
Or is it (B) synergistic? This means multiple agents (God + man) ‘working’ (ergon) ‘with’ 
(syn-) one another to make saving grace effective. 

4) What about free will? Do humans have unfettered power over their wills to act any way 
they choose? Is God’s sovereignty limited by human willing? Is man’s will free or in 
bondage? 
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BASIC BELEIFS OF THE HISTORIC POSITIONS ON GOD AND HUMANITY 
 
The Pelagian-Arminian strand of theology places a premium on two important beliefs. First, there is an 
emphasis on divine love as the controlling attribute of God in terms of how he relates to humanity. 
Divine love in this regard must be equally displayed toward all, otherwise love cannot be love. Secondly, 
humanity must have unfettered free will otherwise we cannot be held responsible for our decisions nor 
could any love we have for God have any value. The result of this emphasis is that Pelagianism-
Arminianism tends (in one degree or another) to make God more human-like and to make humans more 
God-like. The Creator-creature distinction comes close to being erased. In the Augustinian-Calvinism 
strand of theology, the emphasis is upon the all-consuming God-ness of God. There can be no divine 
attribute emphasized above another. God’s being is said by theologians to be “simple” which means all 
the attributes of God are God. They are all fully on display in who he is and in what he does. God’s 
purpose in creating was to express his own independent freedom to magnify his glory before his 
creation. Thus, creation and human history is oriented toward the magnification of God’s glory not 
man’s happiness or sense of autonomy. In other words, it is God-centered not man-centered. 
 
 Pelagianism Semi-Pelagianism 

Arminianism 
Augustinianism 
Calvinism 

View of Divine 
Sovereignty 

God is not sovereign 
over the affairs of 
humanity. 

God limits His 
sovereignty over the 
affairs of humanity. 

God is fully sovereign 
over the affairs of 
humanity. 

View of Divine 
Grace  

God’s grace is 
helpful, but it is not 
necessary for our 
salvation. 

God’s grace is 
necessary for our 
salvation but not 
sufficient. 

God’s grace is 
necessary and wholly 
sufficient for our 
salvation. 

View of 
Humanity’s 
Spiritual 
Condition 

Humans are alive and 
well (no inherent 
sinful corruption) and 
able to cultivate 
spiritual vitality. 

Humans are alive but 
sick, needing God’s 
grace to help them 
cultivate spiritual 
vitality. 

Humans are dead in 
sin, needing God to 
bring them alive in 
order to cultivate 
spiritual vitality. 

View of Human 
Freedom 

Humans are free to 
sin or to do good. 

Humans are in 
bondage to sin but 
free to escape it by 
cooperating with 
God’s grace. 

Humans are in 
bondage to sin and 
unable to escape it 
without God’s 
sufficient grace. 
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HISTORIC CALVINISM VS. ARMINIANISM 

The traditional 5 points of Calvinism represent the response of 84 international delegates that met for 6 
months at the Dutch Synod of Dort (1618-19) to the 5 points of doctrine drawn up by the Arminian 
‘Remonstrants’ in 1610 in Holland (i.e., The Remonstrance of 1610). The doctrinal clarification of the 
Synod of Dort became part of the ‘3 Forms of Unity’ that included the Belgic Confession (1561) and the 
Heidelberg Catechism (1563). From 1643 to 1648, the Westminster Assembly (consisting of 151 ‘divines’ 
– that is, pastors and scholars) met in London to produce the most important and detailed confession of 
faith in church history known as the Westminster Confession of Faith. It relied on the ‘3 Forms of Unity.’ 

The 5 Points of Calvinism (TULIP) The 5 Points of Arminianism 
Total (Thorough) Depravity 
Sin has enslaved every person and corrupted 
every aspect of their being. Humans are 
spiritually dead. They are unable and 
unwilling to obey, believe, or repent.  

Depraved but Free 
Sin has infected every person, but their will 
remains free. Humans are spiritually sick. 
However, they are able and may become 
willing to obey, believe, or repent. 

Unconditional Election 
God chose the elect solely on the basis of His 
freedom and grace, not for anything seen in 
sinners. God has extended a special love for 
the elect and has left the rest of humanity to 
their willful rebellion and just condemnation. 

Conditional Election 
God chose the elect on the basis of their 
foreseen faith that is freely exercised if they 
so choose. God loves all humans equally and 
gives all of them an equal opportunity to 
accept or reject Christ. 

Limited (Definite) Atonement  
God purposed Christ to provide redemption 
for a particular people (the elect) by his 
atoning death which definitively pays the 
price for their sin and guarantees their 
salvation. 

Universal (Unlimited) Atonement 
God purposed Christ to be the Savior of the 
world. His death is a provisional atonement 
for the sins of the whole world which makes 
salvation possible for all but guaranteed for 
none.  

Irresistible (Efficacious) Grace 
Saving grace is irresistible and efficaciously 
works to save the elect. The Holy Spirit 
regenerates the hearts of the elect (causes 
them to be born again), thus wholly enabling 
them to willingly act in faith and repentance 
for their salvation. 

Resistible (Provisional) Grace 
Saving grace is necessary but not sufficient to 
save sinners. The Holy Spirit’s gracious efforts 
can be resisted and must be cooperated with 
by the free will of sinners. The freely 
exercised faith and repentance of the sinner 
results in becoming born again. 

Perseverance of the Saints 
God’s grace preserves the elect and ensures 
they will (causes them to) persevere in faith 
and obedience till the end. None of the elect 
will finally fall away from the faith. 

Uncertain Perseverance of the Saints 
God’s grace cannot guarantee that believers 
will not use their free will to fall away from 
the faith. Not all will cooperate with God’s 
grace to persevere in faith and obedience. 
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HISTORICAL PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH DIFFERENT VIEWS ON ELECTION 
 

Augustinian-Calvinism Strand  Amyraldian/ 4-Point Strand Pelagian-Arminian Strand 
 

*Augustine of Hippo (354-430)      *Pelagius (354-418)  
         John Cassian (360-435)   
Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109) 
Thomas Aquinas (1225-74)   
John Wycllife (1328-84) 
*Martin Luther (1483-1546)      Desiderius Erasmus (1469-1536)   
William Tyndale (1494-1536)      *Philip Melanchthon  
*John Calvin (1509-64)        (1497-1560) 
John Knox (1513-72) 
Theodore Beza (1519-1605) 
William Perkins (1568-1602)  James Ussher (1581-1656) *Jacob Arminius (1560-1609) 
William Bradford (1590-1657)   *Moses Amyraut (1596-1664)  
John Eliot (1604-90)    
*John Owen (1616-83)    Richard Baxter (1615-91) 
John Bunyan (1628-88)    
Cotton Mather (1663-1728) 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
*Jonathan Edwards (1703-58)      *John Wesley (1703-91) 
David Brainerd (1718-47)       Charles Wesley (1707-88) 
George Whitefield (1714-70) 
John Newton (1725-1807) 
William Wilberforce (1759-1833)      Francis Asbury (1745-1816) 
William Carey (1761-1834)      Thomas Coke (1747-1814) 
Adoniram Judson (1788-1850)        
*Charles Hodge (1797-1878)       *Charles Finney (1792-1875) 
George Mueller (1805-98) 
David Livingston (1813-73)  J. C. Ryle (1816-1900) 
Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920)  A. H. Strong (1836-1921)  Andrew Murray (1828-1917) 
B. B. Warfield (1851-1921)      *Dwight Moody (1837-99) 
*Charles Spurgeon (1856-1903)      R. A. Torrey (1856-1928) 
J. Gersham Machen (1881-1937)  *Lewis Sperry Chafer  Billy Sunday (1862-1935) 
A. W. Pink (1886-1952)   (1871-1952)   *Bob Jones, Sr. (1883-1968) 
*Martyn Lloyd-Jones (1899-1981)     A. W. Tozer (1897-1963) 
Francis Shaeffer (1912-84)       *C. S. Lewis (1898-1963) 
S. Lewis Johnson (1915-2004)      *Billy Graham (1918-2018) 
*J. I. Packer (1926-2020)   *Charles Ryrie (1925-2016) *Chuck Smith (1927-2013) 
D. James Kennedy (1930-2007)       Adrian Rogers (1931-2005) 
James Montgomery Boice (1938-2000)     Charles Stanley (1932-) 
*R. C. Sproul (1939-2017)  *Norman Geisler (1932-2019)?? Jerry Falwell (1933-2007) 
*John MacArthur (1939-)  Charles Swindoll (1934-)?? James Dobson (1936-) 
*John Piper (1946-)   David Jeremiah (1941-)?? Ravi Zacharias (1946-2020) 
Wayne Grudem (1948-)        Greg Laurie (1952-) 
*Tim Keller (1950-)        Lee Strobel (1952-) 
Alastair Begg (1952-)       Rick Warren (1954-) 
*Albert Mohler (1959-)       Max Lucado (1955-) 
 
*Indicates an important figure (in bold) whose views have been especially influential 
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