Survey of Biblical History — Part 1: Creation to Christ

#11 - THE DIVIDED KINGDOM

Solomon (2 Kings 1-11)

Solomon’s reign in Israel lasted 40 years. While David’s reign was tumultuous as he defeated the
enemies of the nation, Solomon’s reign was marked by peace. The kingdom saw its greatest prosperity
during Solomon'’s reign as well as its greatest expansion. Solomon was the second son of David’s wife,
Bathsheba. God took the unlawful union of the two and turned it to his glory (cf. Joseph’s plight - Gen.
50:20). Solomon became the heir of the promise God made to David (i.e. 2 Sam. 7; cf. Psalm 89). David
made considerable preparations for Solomon to build the Temple which replaced the Tabernacle
(designed for portable transportation). Solomon felt inadequate to rule the nation and humbly asked
that God grant him wisdom: “So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to
distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?” (1 Kings 3:9).
God was pleased with Solomon’s request (see 1 Kings 3:11-14). Solomon’s wisdom is demonstrated in
the book of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and The Song of Solomon. Note the incident recorded in 1 Kings 3:16-
28 between the two mothers. Unfortunately, Solomon turned from God in the latter part of his life. His
many foreign wives drew him away from the Lord (700 wives and 300 concubines (see 1 Kings 11:1-8).
In doing so, he sowed the seeds of discord in the nation that set the stage for the divided kingdom.

The Divided Monarchy (1 Kings 12- 2 Kings)
1. Rehoboam (1 Kings 12-14)
Rehoboam was at odds with Jeroboam whom Solomon had oppressed. Instead of seeking
reconciliation, he sought to further the breech: “My little finger is thicker than my father’s waist.
My father laid on you a heavy yoke; | will make it even heavier. My father scourged you with
whips; | will scourge you with scorpions.” (1 Kings 12:10-11). Jeroboam responded by
consolidating the tribes in the northern part of the kingdom and separating from Judah.

Israel (Northern Kingdom) Deported by Assyrians (722 B.C.)
10 Tribes - Capitol: Samaria during reign of Hoshea.
Jeroboam followed by 19

bad kings

————————————— 209 yrs--—--—--—--—--—---

United Kingdom (1043 B.C.)
12 Tribes - Capitol: Jerusalem Divided Kingdom (931 B.C.)
Saul, David, Solomon

--------------- 112 yrs--------------  Judah (Southern Kingdom) Deported to Babylon (605 B.C.) for
2 Tribes (Judah, Benjamin) 70 yrs. during reign of Jehoiakim.
Capitol: Jerusalem Jerusalem destroyed (586 B.C.).
Rehoboam followed by 11 Decree of Cyrus (538 B.C.).
bad kings and 8 good kings Jerusalem rebuilt (536 B.C.)
------------- 345 yrs------------- by Nehemiah.

The good kings of Judah included: Asa (911-870; 1 Ki 15:9-24), Jehoshaphat (873-848; 1 Ki 22:41-50),
Joash [Jehoash] (835-796; 2 Ki 11:17-12:21), Amaziah (796-767; 2 Ki 14:1-22), Uzziah [Azariah] (790-
739; 2 Ki 15:1-7), Jotham (750-731; 2 Ki 15:32-38), Hezekiah (728-686; 2 Ki 18:1-20:21), & Josiah (640-
609; 2 Ki 22:1-23:30).
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2. Elijah (1 Kings 17:1-2 Kings 2:11)
Elijah was among the greatest of the Old Testament Prophets. Like many of the prophets, he
had a ministry amid a rebellious people. He is first seen pronouncing a prophecy of a lack of rain.
In fact, he prayed that it would not rain in the land and it did not for 3 % years. Later, God told
Elijah to confront Ahab, one of the northern kingdom’s most wicked kings. However, it was
Ahab’s wife Jezebel who was the primary target. She was by far, the most diabolical woman in
biblical history. She was the one pulling the strings in Israel. Elijah is specifically called to
confront the 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah (both prominent pagan deities
in the Ancient Near East). What unfolds is a classic scene, where the power of God is
demonstrated over Satanic impotence (See 1 Kings 18:17-40). The false prophets are defeated
and the drought in Israel ends as the people repent (18:41-45). However, Jezebel’s fury is
enraged, and Elijah finds himself running like a coward to hide from her evil designs upon his
life. Elijah then has an encounter with the Living God that is reminiscent of Moses at the very
same location (see 1 Kings 19:11-12). God reassures Elijah, commanding him to anoint a
successor, Elisha. Elijah transfers his prophetic mantle to Elisha while he is transported to
heaven in a chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:1-14). Meanwhile, Ahab and especially Jezebel continue to
plot evil. When Ahab unsuccessfully seeks to purchase a vineyard for himself, Jezebel proposes a
more sinister plan (see 1 Kings 21:8-10). Ahab later dies in battle, but Jezebel continues her evil.
Then Jehu is sovereignly appointed king by God to specifically bring judgment upon the house of
Ahab and Jezebel. Jehu was a ruthless man, enhancing the picture of human depravity in this
portion of Scripture. Sheer violence clashes with wickedness where God’s means of judgment
does not come through the hands of righteousness (see 2 Kings 9:1-10:35). Jezebel’s horrific
death demonstrates God’s punishment for evil is equal to the crime; each man’s sin will be
judged accordingly (see Psalm 98:9).

3. The Demise of Israel and Judah (2 Kings 17-20, 24-25)
The covenant that God made with Moses stipulated obedience if Israel should enjoy the
blessings God would bring upon the people. Disobedience would eventually result in exile from
the land (see Deut. 28:36-37). The northern kingdom of Israel was the first to radically depart
from the high calling of God. With very few exceptions, Israel by and large reverted entirely to
paganism as soon as the nation was split. Judah, on the other hand, maintained sporadic
commitment to God. After the civil division roughly 1/3 of Judah’s kings remained faithful to
Him, and none were as faithful as David (even considering his sin of adultery and murder). Israel
was taken captive by the Assyrians in 722 B.C. Shrewd Assyrian colonialism created a syncretistic
culture in the land by importing other captive peoples effectively rooting out the possibility of a
national resurgence. Judah withstood the Assyrian armies namely, because Hezekiah instituted a
reformation among the people through the godly influence of the prophets Micah and Isaiah.
Sennacherib, the Assyrian king, threatened to annihilate Jerusalem, but Hezekiah prayed
fervently before the Lord on her behalf (2 Kings 19:8-19). God answered by annihilating
Sennacherib’s armies, 185,000 of them (19:35-37). Eventually Judah was unable to sustain the
periodic reformations that took place (even Josiah’s remarkable revival - 2 Kings 23:1-25). She
soon fell to the emerging Babylonian empire beginning in 605 B.C. and ending with the
destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. The curse pronounced against Jeconiah (Jehoiachin) in
Jeremiah 22:28-30 would appear to have dire consequences for the promise made to David;
namely, that he should never lack a man to sit upon his throne of his direct descendants ruling
over his kingdom forever. However, God’s unfolding plan for the ages has not yet ended with
Judah’s demise. Judah soon returns to the land, and this sets the stage for the unveiling of God’s
redemptive strategy.
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