Survey of Biblical History — Part 1: Creation to Christ

# 14 - THE BIRTH OF THE MESSIAH

Prologue (see John 1:1-18)

From the prologue to John’s Gospel we learn something of the character and nature of the Messiah. He
is called the Word which has metaphorical implications regarding Jesus Christ as the ultimate revelation
of God (note that God’s revelation is primarily a linguistic phenomenon whether the spoken word or the
unspoken word - see Psalm 19). Notice the parallel to the beginning of Genesis; Jesus is associated with
the creation “...in the beginning” and is in fact identified as the Creator. The entire prologue is a defense
of the deity of Christ; but it is also written to demonstrate his humanity. This is called the Incarnation
(vs.14); God manifested Himself historically by becoming a man. Christ is fully (truly) God but also fully
(truly) man (one of many Divine paradoxes of the Bible — see Phil. 2:6-7). The second person of the
Trinity set aside His heavenly glory in order to take on human flesh.

The Birth of Jesus Christ:

1. The Prophecies
Recall the prophecies of Isaiah and Micah (Isa. 7:14-16; 9:1-7; Micah 5:2-5) in which they
foretold the birth of the Messiah; specifically, that He would be born of a virgin and would in
fact be God, having all the attributes and authority of God.

2. The Announcement and Birth
Luke 1:26-38 tells of the Angelic announcement to Mary (note later, Mary’s song of joy in Luke
1:46-56). Sometime after Mary’s pregnancy, Joseph is also informed of this unique event (Matt.
1:18-25). Luke 2:1-20 describes the event in the most detail. Joseph was called to his hometown
of Bethlehem from Nazareth for a Roman census. So many people had come that there was no
available lodging. God’s incarnate birth took place where animals lived; either a designated
room in a home or a stable (a manger is a feeding trough). At this time (sometime in the night)
an angel appeared to a group of shepherds announcing Christ’s birth and telling them where He
could be found. Then suddenly a whole host of angels appeared saying, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests” (Luke 2:14).

3. The Significance of the Virgin Birth

It is important to understand that Jesus was born of a virgin. The virgin birth has very important

implications for understanding who Christ is. Note this summary by one theologian:

e Human nature of Christ came into existence. It was not a person who came into existence,
for Christ as a Person existed from all eternity in His Deity; however, the human nature of
Christ had a beginning in Mary’s womb.

e Human nature of Christ was sinless. Although Christ had a fully human nature, it was not
stained by sin. Although He was born of a human mother, the conception by the Holy Spirit
guaranteed the sinlessness of Christ. This is why the virgin birth is so important. If Jesus had
a human father, He would have been no different from anyone else. The testimony to the
sinlessness of Christ is evident as Christ claimed for Himself (see John 7:18). John the
Apostle declared, “in Him there is no sin” (1 John 3:5).

e  Human nature of Christ brought human limitations. Although Christ was sinless, the virgin
birth resulted in a truly human nature. Christ was tired (John 4:6); He became thirsty (John
4:7); He slept (Matt. 8:24); He wept (John 11:35). He submitted voluntarily to all the natural
limitations of humanity.
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4. The Genealogies of Christ
Note two separate genealogies for Christ in Matthew 1:1-17 (Jewish style) and Luke 3:23-38
(Roman style). Matthew’s genealogy traces the royal line of David. All the men (kings) from
Solomon (vs.6) to Jeconiah (vs.11) were direct descendants of David (cf. 2 Sam. 7:12-16). Thus,
Joseph is the royal heir of David. Luke traces the genealogy of Mary who is also a direct
descendant of David. Note in Biblical cultures, women never had their genealogies traced. Luke
3:23 mentions Jesus as “the supposed”, not real, “son of Joseph.” It would not be appropriate to
substitute Mary’s name although Eli is her father. Furthermore, note that Matthew 1:16 speaks
of “Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.” Although the
genealogy is Joseph’s, the passive construction of the grammar indicates that Joseph, again, is
not the real father. “Whom” in the Greek is a feminine pronoun whose antecedent can only be
Mary. Why separate genealogies? Because of the curse on the last king of Judah, Jeconiah
(Jeremiah 22:30) obliterating the royal (legal) line of David. However, Mary’s line as a natural
descendant of David overcomes the curse. The two lines converge historically in Jesus Christ
giving Him the legal (Joseph) and natural (Mary) rights to the throne of David (see Luke 1:31-33).

The Early Life of Christ

1. The Temple Dedication
Luke 2:22-38 describes Jesus’ dedication in the Temple where Simeon blesses the baby (vss.28-
35). Then, Anna, a prophetess, praises God for His redemption through Jesus (vss.36-38).

2. The Visit of the Magi
Matthew 2:1-18 describes the visit of the Magi from the East (Zoroastrian wise men from
Persia?), seeking the whereabouts of the Messiah. Herod sent them to Bethlehem under false
pretenses, intending himself to have the baby killed. Herod feared the rise of a political entity
that would challenge his Roman rulership in Israel. The Magi found the baby and worshipped
Him (Jesus was about 2 yrs old). As they departed, they were warned by God in a dream not to
return to Herod. Furthermore, an angel instructed Joseph to take the child and depart to Egypt.
They remained there while Herod had all male babies under 2 slaughtered in Bethlehem. After
Herod died, the family returned, residing in Nazareth once again.

3. The Boy Jesus in the Temple
Jesus was 12 years old when He celebrated His first religious feast with His parents in Jerusalem.
At 13, Jewish boys are initiated into the law of Moses (Bar Mitzvah, meaning, “son of the
commandment”) and are now considered responsible for their growth in knowledge and
instruction of religious matters. Two significant things take place at the Temple during the feast
days. First, Jesus astounds the religious teachers with His remarkable knowledge and wisdom.
(see Luke 2:52). Second, when Jesus was confronted by his parents, he responds, “Why were
you searching for me? Didn’t you know | had to be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49). In keeping
with His humanity, Jesus grows in wisdom. However, at the age of 12, He already understands
His purpose and destiny in relation to the Divine plan for His life. It is not immediately apparent
to others who Jesus is, as it has not been revealed to everyone; but Jesus already stands out as
one who is unusually brilliant and spiritually astute. The early life of Jesus is thus concluded. We
don’t see Him again until the age of 30 when His public ministry is inaugurated. In the
intervening years, most likely Jesus worked as a carpenter for his earthly father (He uses
carpentry allusions in His later teaching). Joseph died, it appears, during this time and Jesus
probably took responsibility for meeting His family’s needs.
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The Genealogy of the Seed of Christ
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The Promise of the Messiah

1. The Genealogies of Christ (Differences between Matthew 1 and Luke 3)

Matthew — Kingship (follows Jewish method). Traces line thru Solomon, son of David (royal heir).
Luke — Humanity (follows Greco-Roman method). Traces line thru Nathan, son of David.
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Tracing the Promise through OT History (Prophecy and Providence)

Gen. 3:15 — The Protevangelium (“The first gospel”) — “seed” of the woman.

Gen. 4:25-26 — The younger Seth to propagate the seed.

Gen. 5:29; 9:26-27 — Noah and Shem propagate the seed.

Gen. 12:1-3; 15:1-6; 17:1-8, 15-21 — The Abrahamic Covenant and Isaac.

Gen. 17:6 — Kings shall come forth from Abraham.

Gen. 22:1-19 — The faith of Abraham and the sacrifice of Isaac.

Gen. 25:21-26 — The birth of Esau and Jacob. Older will serve the younger.

Gen. 26:3-5 — The promise reiterated to Isaac.

Gen. 28:13-15 — The promise first expressed to Jacob.

Gen. 29:31-30:1 — God favors Leah, the unloved.

Gen. 35:9-12 — The promise reiterated to Jacob (Kings will come forth from you).

Gen. 38:1-30 — Tamar (Matt. 1:3) and the twins of Judah (Perez usurps his brother Zerah).
Gen. 49:10 — The promise mediated through the line of Judah.

Gen. 50:20 — Joseph and the preservation of Israel.

Num. 24:14-24 — The oracle of Balaam (A distant star with scepter will come from Jacob).
Josh. 2:1-21; 6:22-25 — Rahab (Matt. 1:5) the Harlot.

Ruth 4:13-22 — Ruth (Matt. 1:5) and the genealogy of Perez.

1 Sam. 15:22-23, 34-35; 16:1-13 — The rejection of Saul and election of David, son of Jesse.
2 Sam. 7:1-16 — The Davidic Covenant.

2 Sam. 12:7-24 — Death of Bathsheba’s son and the birth of Solomon.

1 Kings 1:1-53 — Bathsheba (Matt. 1:6) and the promotion of Solomon.

1 Kings 12:1-20 — Rehoboam and the divided kingdom.

2 Kings 11:1-21 — Athaliah’s reign of terror and the preservation of Joash.

2 Kings 24:8-12; Jer. 22:24-30 — The curse upon Jeconiah (Jehoiachin).

Ps. 89:3-4, 19-37; Gal. 4:4; Acts 2:22-24; 3:13-18; 4:24-30 — God’s plan thru Mary (Matt. 1:16).
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