Survey of Biblical History — Part 1: Creation to Christ

#27 - THE END OF THE AGE (PART 1)

Introduction:

Even though the book of Revelation was composed as a circular letter to 7 churches in Asia Minor, it is
primarily a prophetic book whose contents have yet to be fulfilled. It represents the culmination of
God'’s plans for history. Along with the creation of mankind, the fall of mankind, the global flood of
Noah’s day and most importantly, the death and resurrection of Christ, the book of Revelation describes
the most momentous events that will take place in history. The key to understanding the basic outline of
the book is found in Rev. 1:19: “Write therefore the things which you have seen, and the things which
are, and the things which shall take place after these things.”

THE PROLOGUE: The Revelation of Jesus Christ (1:1-8)

1. Introduction and Benediction (vss. 1-3)
2. Greetings to the Seven Churches (vss. 4-5)
3. Praise to the Coming Lord (vss. 6-8)

PART 1 - “THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN”: Vision of the Glorified Christ (1:9-20)

1. The Setting of the Vision (vss. 9-11)
2. The Contents of the Vision: Christ and the Church (vss. 12-16)
3. The Results of the Vision (vss. 17-20)

PART 2 - “THINGS WHICH ARE”:
Messages to the Churches from the Glorified Christ (2:1-3:22)
EPHESUS SMYRNA PERGAMUM THYATIRA SARDIS PHILADELPHIA LAODICEA

1) Addressee (Church) 2:1a 2:8a 2:12a 2:18a 3:1a 3:7a 3:14a

2) Addresser (Christ)  2:1b 2:8b 2:12b 2:18b 3:1b 3:7b 3:14b

3) Word of Evaluation 2:2-3,6  2:9 2:13 2:19 3:1c-2,4 3:8 3:15

4) Word of Reproof 2:4 none 2:14-15 2:20 none none 3:16-17
5) Word of Exhortation 2:5a 2:10a 2:16a 2:24-25 3:2,3a 3:11 3:18-19
[Embed. Warn/ Encourag] 2:5b 2:10b 2:16b 2:21-23 3:3b 3:9,10 3:16b,20
6) Word of Promise 2:7b 2:11b 2:17b 2:26-28 3.5 3:12 3:21

7) Word to Hearers 2:7a 2:11a 2:17a 2:29 3:6 3:13 3:22

References to the Glorious Christ of Chapter One:

1) 2:1 - Ephesus Seven stars in His right hand; Seven golden lampstands 1:16, 13
2)2:8 -Smyrna The First and Last; Who was dead and has come to life 1:17-18
3)2:12 - Pergamum Sharp two-edged sword 1:16

4) 2:18 - Thyatira Eyes like a flame of fire; Feet like burnished bronze 1:14-15
5)3:1 -Sardis Seven Spirits of God; Seven stars 1:4, 16
6) 3:7 - Philadelphia  Who has the key [allusion to different key] 1:18

7) 3:14 - Laodicea Faithful and [true] Witness 1:5
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PART 3 — “THINGS AFTER THESE THINGS”: Great Tribulation & Kingdom of God (4-22)

1. ORATORIO OF HEAVENLY PRAISE IN THE THRONE ROOM OF GOD (4:1-5:14)
A. Movement 1: Hymn of Creation (4:1-11)

1) The Summons to the Throne Room (vss. 1-2)

2) The Description of the Throne Room (vss. 3-8a)
3) The Hymn of God'’s Character (vss. 8b-9)

4) The Hymn of God’s Works (vss. 10-11)
Movement 2: Hymn of Redemption (5:1-14)
1) The Sealed Scroll (vs. 1)

2) The Proclamation to Open the Scroll (vss. 2-5)
3) The Lamb and the Scroll (vss. 6-7)

4) The New Song (vss. 8-14)

2. THE GREAT TRIBULATION (6:1-18:24)
A. The Seal Judgments (6:1-17)

D.

1) The First Seal: The White Horse - False Peace (vss. 1-2)

2) The Second Seal: The Red Horse - War (vss. 3-4)
3) The Third Seal: The Black Horse - Famine (vss. 5-6)
4) The Fourth Seal: The Pale Horse - Death (vss. 7-8)
5) The Fifth Seal: Cries of the Martyrs (vss. 9-11)
6) The Sixth Seal: Cosmic Catastrophes (vss. 12-17) - Note Parallels with Matthew 24:
a) False Peace Matt. 24:4-5 Rev. 6:1-2
b) War Matt. 24:6-7 Rev. 6:3-4
c) Famine Matt. 24:7 Rev. 6:5-6
d) Death Matt. 24:6-7 Rev. 6:7-8 Tribulation (Matt. 24:8)
e) Martyrdom Matt. 24:9-10, 16-22 Rev. 6:9-11 Great Tribulation (v. 21)
f) Cosmic Disturbances  Matt. 24:29 Rev. 6:12-14
g) Divine Judgment Matt. 24:32-25:26 Rev. 6:15-17

Sealing of the 144,000 and the Great Multitude (7:1-17)
1) The Sealing of the 144,000 (vss. 1-8)
2) The Great Multitude before the Throne (vss. 9-17)

The Trumpet Judgments (8:1-9:21)
1) Breaking the Seventh Seal and Preparations for the Seven Trumpets (vss. 1-6)

Trumpet: Plague: Note the parallel between the trumpets
1(8:7) 7 (Ex. 9:24) and the plagues on Egypt

2 (8:8-9) 1 (Ex. 7:19-20)

4 (8:12) 9 (Ex. 10:21)

5(9:1-11) 8 (Ex. 10:12)

2) The First Trumpet: Vegetation Destroyed (vs. 7)

3) The Second Trumpet: The Oceans Devastated (vss. 8-9)

4) The Third Trumpet: Fresh Waters Poisoned (vss. 10-11)

5) The Fourth Trumpet: Cosmic Lights Darkened (vss. 12-13)
6) The Fifth Trumpet: The Demonic Horde Attacks (9:1-12)

7) The Sixth Trumpet: Fallen Angels of the Euphrates (9:13-21)

The Little Scroll and John’s Re-commission (10:1-11)
1) The Appearance of the Strong Angel and the Thunderous Utterance (vss. 1-4)
2) The Oath of God and Re-commissioning of John (vss. 5-11)
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