Survey of Biblical History — Part 1: Creation to Christ

#29 - THE END OF THE AGE (PART 3)

L. Babylon the Great (17:1-18)
1) The Vision of the Harlot and the Beast (vss. 1-6)

a. The Harlot and the Kings of the Earth (vss. 1-2)
Harlotry is OT metaphor for spiritual idolatry. First false religion began at Babel. Thus
the Harlot Babylon represents a false religious system gripping the nations of the earth
and her rulers. Subsequently, this one world religion is government sponsored.

b. The Harlot Sits on the Beast (vs. 3)
The government of the Antichrist will reluctantly employ religion in helping to unite the
people of the earth. This is especially important since the world will be desperate to fill
the spiritual vacuum left by the removal of Christian influence in the world.

c. The Harlot’s Description (vss. 4-5)

d. The Harlot’s Drunkenness (vs. 6)

2) The Interpretation of the Vision (vss. 7-18)

a. Interpretation of the Beast (vss. 7-14)
The Rise of the Beast (vss. 7-8). The “mystery of the woman” indicates something not
previously revealed. This religion will be unique during the Tribulation. Note also the
mystery extends to both the woman and the beast (government system of the
Antichrist) indicating a government sponsored religion.
The Seven Heads of the Beast (vss. 9-11). The 5 heads/ mountains/ kings-kingdoms
represent the ancient kingdoms that have all been intoxicated by the false religious
system starting in Babel (i.e. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia and Greece). The
kingdom that “is” = Rome, while the kingdom “yet to come” = that of the Antichrist.
The Ten Horns and the Beast (vss. 12-14).

b. Interpretation of the Harlot (vss. 15-18)
The Harlot upon the Waters (vs. 15).
The Hatred and Destruction of the Harlot (vss. 16-17). “Desolate” means plundering her
riches; “naked” means exposing her moral corruptions.
The Great City of the Harlot (vs. 18). Babylon will have its central headquarters in a great
city that is not specifically identified.

M. The Fall of Babylon the Great (18:1-24)

1.
2.

The Angelic Announcement of Babylon’s Fall (vss. 1-3)

The Reason for Babylon’s Fall (vss. 4-8)
“Come out” is a call to forsake the idolatry of the one world religious system.

The Lamentations For Babylon’s Fall (vss. 9-19)

a. The Lamentation of the Kings (vss. 9-10)

b. The Lamentation of the Merchants (vss. 11-17a)
The Cargoes of the Merchants (vss. 11-13). Note that Babylon is so wealthy that she has
world-wide power in commerce and economic markets, making many people wealthy.
The Mourning of the Merchants (vss. 14-17a).

c. The Lamentation of the Seafarers (vss. 17b-19)

The Final Pronouncement of Babylon’s Fall (vss. 20-24)

a. The Rejoicing of Heaven over Babylon (vs. 20)

b. The Desolation of Babylon (vss. 21-23a)

c. The Reason for the Desolation of Babylon (vss. 23b-24)
Babylon is one of the key instruments of persecution of believers in the Tribulation.
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3. THE RETURN OF THE KING (19:1-21)
A. The Heavenly Songs of Hallelujah (19:1-10)
1) The First 4 Songs: Praise to God the Judge and Savior (vss. 1-5)
2) The Song of the Multitude: The Marriage Feast of the Lamb (vss. 6-9)
Stages of marriage in ancient Jewish tradition:

The betrothal period (binding union with groom who pays price for bride)
Groom departs to prepare home (cf. John 14:2-3)

Bride waits in readiness for groom to return (Matt. 25:1-13)

Bridegroom suddenly retrieves bride from her home (rapture) (1 Thess. 4:16-17)
Bride brought to bridegroom’s house for ceremony (heaven)

Marriage feast (usually one week — 7 years here) (Rev. 19:7-9)

3) The Response to the Revelation of the Babylonian Vision (vs. 10)

B. The Return of the Messiah — the Warrior-King (19:11-21)
1) The Return of Messiah (vss. 11-16)

a. The Righteous Warrior (vss. 11-13)
“White horse” symbolizes victory. Roman conquerors ride in procession with white
horses. See Zech. 14:1-8. Note contrast to first coming to Jerusalem on a donkey (cf.
Zech. 9:9-10). Note also the King spilled His own blood at His first coming, now at His
second coming He spills the blood of others.

b. The Warrior’s Wrath and Authority (vss. 14-16)

1)

OO UL B WN
e ==

“Mouth/ sword/ rod” alludes to Isa. 11:4 and Psa. 2:9. Christ speaks forth judgment (2

Thess. 2:8; see also Rev. 2:16). For “wine press/ wrath of God” see Isa. 63:1-3; Joel 3:12-

14; Rev. 14:8, 10, 19-20; 16:19; 19:13. See also “cup” imagery. God’s enemies become
drunk from having been forced to drink His red hot wrath and then while in a drunken

stupor He crushes them, grinding their bodies until every ounce of blood is extracted.
2) The Destruction of the Beast and His Armies (vss. 19-21)
a. The Great Supper of God (vss. 17-18)

This is the slaughter pictured in Zeph. 1:14-18 (see also Ezk. 39:17-20; Zech. 14:12-15).

b. The Armies of the Beast Assembled for War (vs. 19)
c. The Beast and His Armies destroyed (vss. 20-21)

The Climatic events of the 7t" Bowl (19:11-21:8):

Return of Christ (19:11-16)

Invitation to Birds of Prey (19:17-18)

Victory over the Beast (19:19-21)

Binding of Satan (20:1-3)

The Millennial Kingdom and Final Defeat of Satan (20:4-10)
The Great White Throne (20:11)

The Judgment and the Book of Life (20:12-15)

The New Jerusalem (21:1-8)

The Promised Hope of the Return of Messiah:

1) Return is vindication of Israel’s hope (Gen. 49:10-12; Deut. 18:15-18; 2 Sam. 7:12-16;
Psa. 89:1-4, 19-37; Isa. 11:1-4; 42:1-13; 61-66; Jer. 23:5-6; Zech. 14:1-8).
2) Return is vindication of Church’s hope (Matt. 13:41-42; 2 Thess. 1:7-10; 2:8; Tit. 2:13).
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Return is in response to preparations of the enemy (16:12-16; 17:12, 13-14, 16-17).
5) Return is occasion for all to behold Christ’s magnificent glory (Matt. 24:27-31).
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3) Return of Christ as a Warrior-King (cf. Isa. 13:4; 31:4; 42:13; Ezk. 38-39; Zech. 14:3; Rev. 5:5).
)
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