Survey of Biblical History — Part 1: Creation to Christ

#3 - THE FLOOD AND THE TOWER OF BABEL

The Great Flood
1. The Reason for the Flood (Read Genesis 6:1-12)

Sin escalates on the earth (6:1-2). Population increased by long life spans (canopy effect).
Evil increased to unprecedented proportions. Accelerated by intermarriage between sons of
God & daughters of men.

God calls for repentance (6:3-4). 120 yr. reprieve (note prophecies of Enoch and Noah's
preaching, men who “walked with God”, cf. Jude 14, 1 Pet. 3:20; 2 Pet. 2:4-5). Warning
always precipitates judgment (cf. Rom. 2:4-8).

The wickedness of man (6:5). Sin was universal on earth both in extent and intensity.
However, the people of that time did not see any inherent danger in their condition (cf.
Matt. 24:37-39).

God’s impending judgment (6:6-12). God’s response to universal sin was universal
condemnation. However, He was grieved, for He does not delight in punishing the wicked or
destroying His creation (cf. Ezk. 18:31-32; 2 Pet 3:9). Yet, His holy nature cannot tolerate
evil. He must purge corruption and preserve righteousness on the earth (cf. Eccl. 8:11).
Noabh finds grace. The Hebrew term for grace/ favor means an act of unmerited goodness
bestowed from a greater (God) to a lesser (Noah). Noah’s righteousness was not such that
he was without sin, rather God choose to save him in order to display His mercy. Noah was
of the godly line of Seth who replaced Abel after his brother Cain killed him (cf. Gen. 4:25-
26). Seth’s descendants (Gen. 5:1-32) carry forth the promise of Gen. 3:15. If the
descendants of promise were eliminated at the flood, the promise would have failed. Noah
responded to God by being faithful to Him (cf. Heb. 11:7).

2. The Progression of the Flood (Read Genesis 6:13-22; 7:1-24; 8:1-19)

Preparation for flood. God provided the instructions and made a covenant (binding
agreement between two parties) with Noah to save he and his family. Noah was obedient.
Ark was largest sea-going vessel until 19" century metal ships were constructed.

Size: Length = 450ft., Width = 75ft., Height = 45ft. Proportions of modern-day tankers.
Volume = 1.4 million cu. ft. Area = 95,000 sq. ft. equivalent to 522 railroad stock cars.
Protection inside the Ark. God provided everything necessary for Noah and his family.

The destruction of the flood. Note the phrases: fountains of the great deep (uplift of oceanic
basins and release of suboceanic and subterranean magmas and steam) & floodgates of
heaven (release of pre-flood vapor canopy). Two remarkable sources of unprecedented
amounts of water (cf. Psa. 104:6-9 for depression of ocean basins during flood and
simultaneous uplift of corresponding mountain ranges). Note that if present waters in the
oceans covered a flat surfaced earth, they would extend to 12,000 feet in height. Pre-flood
mountains may have been no more than 6000-7000 feet in height. See 2 Pet. 2:4-5 and 3:5-
6 for global nature of flood and its destruction.

God remembers Noah. God demonstrates His promise to Noah.
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3. The Aftermath of the Flood (Read Genesis 8:20-9:2; 15-19; 25-27; 10:1-32).

e The Sacrifice. Noah's thankfulness expressed and his allegiance to God’s sovereign rule over
the earth. He understood his helplessness in the face of God’s judgment.

e The Covenant. God reiterates original command to Adam (cf. Gen. 1:24-27). God institutes a
means for the preservation of life and justice, whereby the effects of wickedness are held in
check. Capital punishment based on the dignity of man’s being created in the image of God.
God promises to protect future life from a similar global flood.

e The God of Shem. God chooses Shem among the sons of Noah to carry forth the promise of
Gen. 3:15. God promises “to dwell” in the tents of Shem (9:27). Later God dwells among the
Semitic people known as the Hebrews (descendants of Eber) in the shekinah glory.

e Table of Nations. The sons of Noah form national entities to repopulate the earth. Japheth =
Indo-European peoples. Ham = descendants form links to Africa and Arabia and the Tigris-
Euphrates region of ancient Babylonia. Etymologists now trace descendants to China as well.
Shem = Semitic peoples north of the Persian Gulf. Eber is the earliest reference to the
etymological antecedent of Hebrew (later referred to as Israelites and then Judeans and
then Jews). Nimrod founder of Babylon and the city of Nineveh. Most likely associated with
the ziggurat of Babel. Note the terms used in Chapter 10: Families (race distinctions),
Languages (linguistic distinctions), and Lands (geographic distinctions).

The Great Tower of Babel
1. The Plan of Man (read Genesis 11:1-4)

A coalition under the leadership of Nimrod seeks to establish themselves in Shinar (Sumer). The

Mesopotamian ziggurat is the earliest known building type dedicated to paganistic religious

practices. The establishment of an independent form of worship apart from God as a unified

society was the purpose of this monumental effort (cf. Enuma Elish - ancient Babylonian

document remarkably parallels the biblical account). They hoped to exalt themselves under a

single monolithic banner in defiance against God. Later paganistic societies attribute the

beginnings of Babylon to the rise of civilization (as does the Bible).
2. The Plan of God (read Genesis 11:5-9)

God confused the effort by the introduction of competing languages (cf. 10:25 - the dividing of
the earth). They refused to scatter, so God scattered them. They wanted a name for themselves,
so God gave them many names as they developed into the nations of the world. Note how the
introduction of diversification of peoples/ nations (races) provides a mechanism whereby a
globally unified form of religious/ political anarchy is thwarted. People now became fearful of
one another and therefore prevented from unifying in an effort to oppose God. The balance of
global nationalism is actually a means of divine mercy despite the effects of international
conflict. Here, we see a connection immediately to Abraham as the father of a special nation
(Israel) who would be the instrument for establishing a heavenly nation (kingdom): a Theocracy
that includes all peoples of the earth. Babel, however, portends events prophesied that indicate
a future unified global environment, whereby all peoples once again will form under the
universal leadership of an individual typified by Nimrod. This one-world political and covert
religious alliance will attempt to bring the nations of the earth together under the banner of
establishing world peace and stability, politically, economically, and socially. However, it is a
disguise, in Biblical terms, of a monolithic entity aimed at opposing God once again.



