Survey of Biblical History — Part 1: Creation to Christ

#5 - ISAAC, JACOB, JOSEPH, AND JUDAH

The Son of Promise

1.

Ishmael and Hagar (Genesis 16:1-16)
Sarai was barren so she offers Abram her Egyptian maid. Hagar conceives and has Ishmael.

The Covenant is Reiterated (Genesis 17:1-15)
Abram called to obedience (17:1). Abram changed to Abraham. Circumcision = sign of covenant.

Sarah is Promised a Son — Isaac (Genesis 17:16-22)

Sarai changed to Sarah (Princess). God promises specific heir of the covenant named Isaac
(laughter). Abram worships (see vss. 3, 17). He again demonstrates his commitment to God
(Rom. 4:17-22). Sarah couldn’t believe she could have a child, being 89 years old. However, God
assured her nothing is too hard for Him (18:14). Isaac born at “appointed time” (21:1-7).

The Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-19)

1.

The Testing of Abraham

God tested Abraham in shocking manner (vs. 1). Three short, pointed commands were given: (1)
Take, (2) Go, and 3) Offer (vs. 2). Notice the emphasis on special relationship: take your son, take
your only son, take the son whom you love. Note as well that Abraham could not fall back upon
seeing the promise fulfilled in Ishmael as he had already been sent away (cf. Gen. 21:8-14).

The Obedience of Abraham

Abraham did not hesitate (“Here | am”). His obedience is marked by immediate and silent action.
He did not argue (as he did before in the Sodom incident) about any injustice in such a command.
Consider his silent grief. He had 3 agonizing days (vs. 4) to contemplate the divine instructions.

The Unwavering Faith of Abraham

Abraham heart is revealed to the servants (vs. 5). He believed his son would be spared. He let
the difficulty of the of the conflict to be resolved by God. His logic: (1) God cannot Lie (His Word
is true because God is true), (2) God said Isaac would be the heir of the promise, (3) A dead son
cannot be an heir, (4) Therefore, God must bring him back to life (Rom. 4:20-21; Heb. 11:19).

The Obedience of Isaac

Isaac, although questioning his father, submitted to being the object of the sacrifice. Abraham’s
response, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son” (vs. 8) again
demonstrates his reliance upon God. As far as he knew, Isaac was the lamb.

The Deliverance of Isaac and Vindication of Abraham

Isaac was figuratively brought back from the dead twice; once from Sarah’s dead womb, and
once from the hand of his father. Note concept of “substitutionary atonement” (vs. 13) and its
implicit typology where Christ is the antitype (cf. Heb. 11:19). Both were (1) begotten under
divine circumstances, (2) referred to as “only begotten” sons, (3) submitted to their father in
death, (4) bore their instruments of death (wood/ cross), (5) placed upon and bound to their
instruments of death. The primary difference is Isaac was spared but Christ was not (Rom. 8:32).
Christ is called “the Lamb of God.” The location for the sacrifice of Isaac is on Mt. Moriah where
future temple is built and Christ is sacrificed some 2000 years later.
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The Life of Jacob

1.

The Supplanter (Genesis 25:22-34).

Rebekah bears twins, Esau and Jacob. Jacob is chosen of God (Rom. 9:11-12). Jacob was an
ambitious deceiver and a supplanter, but Esau was apathetic, despising his birthright.

The Deceiver (Genesis 27:1-45).

Note everyone was at fault in the “Blessing” debacle. Isaac is obtuse. Esau broke his oath.
Rebekah and Jacob conspire via deceptive tactics showing a lack of faith. Each would reap the
fruit of their deception. Rebekah would never see Jacob again. Jacob would live in perpetual fear
of his brother while reaping deception himself (i.e. Laban). But God’s promise is irrevocable.
Jacob’s Ladder (Genesis 28:10-22).

God reiterates the promise directly to Jacob. The dream has metaphorical significance (John
1:51). The great Deliverer/ Redeemer who comes through the promise bridges the gap between
heaven and earth, mediating the separation between God and man—the barrier of sin.

Jacob Deceived and the Sons of Israel (Genesis 29:1-30:43)

Laban deceives Jacob. However, Jacob endures and becomes prosperous, having 12 sons.

Jacob Wrestles the Angel of the Lord (Genesis 32:22-32; cf. Hos. 12:4-5)

God changes Jacob’s name to Israel (“strives with God/ God strives”). The encounter shows how
Jacob has spent his whole life striving after God’s blessing (Esau, Isaac, Laban, and now God
Himself). This prefigures the striving of a nation throughout its subsequent history.

The Life of Joseph

1.

The Dreamer (Genesis 37:1-36; 39:1-41:57)

e Betrayed by his Brothers. Joseph is favored by his father and God. But Joseph, meanwhile,
suffers many cruelties. His dreams are despised (37:5-11). His brothers sell him into slavery.

e Betrayed by Potiphar’s Wife. Joseph served Pharaoh’s bodyguard and God was with him
(39:2-5). He resisted the advances of Potiphar’s wife (cf. 39:9) and he was sent to prison.

e Betrayed by his fellow Prisoners. Joseph interpreted dreams of Pharaoh’s Baker and
Cupbearer. Both came true, but went unappreciated (40:23).

e Exalted by Pharaoh. Pharaoh has a dream about famine. Joseph interprets the dream (cf.
41:16) and through his divinely directed wisdom, he is made prime minister (41:38-45).

The Reconciler (Genesis 42:1-45:28)
Joseph’s restoration with his family demonstrates his strength, humility, and tenderness. The key
theme of God’s goodness is revealed at the end of the book (See Gen. 50:18-20).

The Blessing of Judah (Genesis 49:8-12)

Jacob blesses his sons (49:1-33). The Abrahamic promise runs through Judah (49:8-12).
Regarding verse 10, the Targum Onekelos (targums are Aramaic translations of the OT) says,
“Until Messiah comes, whose is the kingdom, and Him shall the nations obey.” The coming
Messianic Deliverer will be a king from the line of Judah. See Rev. 5:5 (“Lion of Judah”).

Summarizing Relational Themes in Genesis & the Patriarchal Narratives

Barrenness — Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel and Leah. God opens the womb to show the blessing was
divine in origin. Struggle — Cain & Abel; Abraham & Lot; Isaac & Ishmael; Jacob & Esau, Jacob &
Laban; Rachel & Leah; Joseph & brothers. Deception — Abraham & Pharaoh, Abimelech; Isaac &
Abimelech; Jacob & Esau, Isaac, Laban; Rebekah & Isaac; Rachel & Laban; Joseph & brothers;
Jacob & sons Older serves Younger — Isaac & Ishmael; Jacob & Esau; Joseph & brothers.
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