Survey of Biblical History — Part 1: Creation to Christ

#7 - MOSES AND THE LAW OF GOD

The Journey to Sinai

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

The Bitter Waters of Marah (Exodus 15:22-27). Israelites complain of bad water.
The Divine Bread (Exodus 16:1-36). Israelites complain of hunger.

The Waters of Meribah (Exodus 17:1-7). Israelites complain of thirst.

The Defeat of the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-16). Miraculous defeat of enemies.

The Wise Advice of Jethro (Exodus 18:1-27). Moses’ father-in-law gives leadership advice.

The Mosaic Covenant

1.

Prologue to the Covenant (Exodus 19:1-25)

God instructs Moses and the people concerning His covenant with them. They are to be “a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (vs. 6) before God. The covenant is mediated through
Moses and so adherence to Moses is adherence to God (vs.9). The Decalogue (“ten words”) is
the foundational stipulations of the covenant (248 commands and 365 prohibitions (613 total)
The ‘ten commandments’ (or ‘ten words’) are the heart of the “law” (Torah). The commands a
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followed by blessings and curses (cf. Deuteronomy). The ‘ten commandments’ form not only the
ethical and moral foundation for Israel, but refelct what God requires of all men in all ages. The
other laws are civil and ceremonial (religious regulations for worship) injunctions for Israel itself.

The Decalogue (Exodus 20:1-21)?
The first 4 commands regard humanity’s relationship to God. The last 6 commands regard
interpersonal relationships between fellow humans. The latter must proceed from the former.

1) Protection of True Theology (Vs. 3). There is only one true God. All other so-called gods
are no gods at all. A proper understanding and knowledge of God is the fundamental basis
for true living. There are two supreme kinds of knowledge; knowledge of self and God.

2) Protection of True Worship (Vss. 4-6). The highest end of mankind is to glorify God and
enjoy unhindered fellowship with Him forever. This is true worship. Any substitute is high
treason before the God who rightfully demands and deserves our worship of Him alone.
Idolatry is anything which does not have as its goal the glorification of God. Idolatry takes
the form of devotion to manufactured gods of either overt objects (religious objects) or
subtle objects (secularized objects).

3) Protection of the Name of God (Vs. 7). The name of God must not be treated cavalierly
to disdain the truth it represents. To misrepresent God is to blaspheme His name.

4) Protection of the Sabbath (Vss. 8-11). The principle of rest from divinely ordained work
enjoy divinely ordained worship (remembering and reflecting upon the things of God).
Heaven entails the ultimate rest for the follower of God. Here is where full worship of Him
and the enjoyment of all the good things He offers are to be experienced forever.

! The descriptive titles for each command are taken from John J. Davis, Moses and the Gods of Egypt.
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5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

The Protection of Family Honor (Vs. 12). In human relationships parents are the primal
source of authority. Honoring parental authority is the basis for stable societies. The
establishment of divinely instituted realms of earthly authority are meant to serve as
protection from individual and corporate bodies (i.e. families, nations, churches) engaging in
harmful behavior while protecting others from the harmful behavior of others. The absence
of moral and ethical truth in any of these realms leads to societal disorder and anarchy.

The Protection of Life (Vs. 13). Because humans are created in the image of God, they
retain value as persons in a manner no other created thing does. Therefore, the unjust
taking of life is prohibited. This does not preclude capitol punishment as a just means of
maintaining the principle of the preservation of life (cf. Genesis 9:5-6). Scripture employs
the principle of just and equitable punishment.

The Protection of Marriage (Vs. 14). Marriage is the most fundamental of human
relationships (cf. Genesis 2:18-25); the foundation of families which is the foundation of
societies. Marital infidelity of any kind is a breach of that relationship (Gen. 2:24).

The Protection of Property (Vs. 15). We have God-given rights of ownership which is
another stone in the foundation of a stable and productive society.

The Protection of Truth (Vs. 16). Integrity is the test of any successful relationship.
Deception and lies breed hate, murder, and bitter war.

10) The Protection of the Heart (Vs. 17). This command addresses the selfish cravings rooted

in the thoughts and intents of the heart. All lust and greed is targeted. All a person’s
thoughts are to be brought under the full authority of God’s truth. The thrust of divine law is
theocentric. Human beings were not created to be autonomous (“a law unto one’s self”)
rather theonomous (“subject to the law of God”).

3. The Purpose of the Law of God and its Moral Foundation

(a) It reflects the perfect righteousness of God while exposing our corruption. It dispenses
knowledge of sin and subsequent accountability for that sin, judging the heart and soul of
depraved humans. It warns of certain judgment for all who fail to uphold the law perfectly.
(b) The law is spiritual in essence. It addresses the fundamental problem of mankind by
targeting the core of our inward inclinations and affections, not merely external behavior.
(c) It reveals our inability to uphold the law and points to the need for a Redeemer who can
deliver us from corruption. The law cannot save, because it demands perfect righteousness.
Salvation requires a foreign righteousness that meets the positive stipulations of the law on
behalf of the sinner while removing the consequences from the sinner’s disobedience.

(d) It serves as a model of godliness for those who by the power of God are sanctified
toward righteousness. Obedience to the principles of the law is preceded by faith.
Entrusting oneself to God results in divine empowerment to walk in godliness. Faith without
obedience leads to licentiousness (lawless living) and obedience without faith leads to
legalism (fruitless self-effort).

(e) It serves as a basis whereby civil authorities restrain evil and promote civic good. It is to
be used to help prevent and protect from lawlessness and anarchy by administering
punishment for proven offenses, securing law and order.
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