Survey of Biblical History — Part 1: Creation to Christ

#8 — ISRAEL’S WORSHIP

Introduction:

God has been imparting His law verbally to Moses. The 10 Commandments represent the moral and
ethical foundations for the law (see Matt. 22:35-40). Notice that God requires full adherence to His
standard (see Lev. 19:2; Deut. 18:13; Matt. 5:48). Those who received the law directly (Israel) as well as
those have the law written upon the tablet of their hearts (all humanity) are likewise accountable to
keep the law before God (see Rom. 2:11-16; 3:19-20) though no one can meet it (see Rom. 3:9-18).

The Idolatry of the Nation

1. The Molten Calf of Gold (Exodus 32:1-6)
When Moses was figured for dead, the people became impatient. They crassly disregarded not
only their recent miraculous deliverance but their terrifying experience only days previously
when God spoke the 10 Commandments to the people directly. They immediately break the first
two commands. Sin at its very root is a disregard for God; His character, His commands and His
promises. All sin may be traced back to this fundamental concept whether one is conscious of it
or not. The pattern is set for a nation who wallows is perpetual disobedience, violating the
covenant God had made with them.

2. God’s Interaction with Moses (Exodus 32:7-14)
God’s wrath is provoked and seeks vindication. Moses appeals by way of interceding for the
people. Note he rejects the offer God made to him to father a new nation. Moses seeks not just
the honor of Abraham, but the honor of God. He reminds God of His promise to the people (See
Exod. 3:7-8). God responds by relenting. Why did God change his mind? Is He capricious? (See
Num. 23:19). God never abrogates His sovereign control over His promises at all. First, what we
see in this interaction is a demonstration of an anthropopathism (divine actions attributed to
Him as if He had human emotions). Note the Bible uses anthropomorphisms (the use of human
anatomy to describe God such as a mouth, ears, arms, hands). The purpose of God’s interaction
with Moses is to engage him in participation with God’s plans. Although God is sovereign, He
chooses to act in history through human instruments. God ordains the outcome as well as the
means for accomplishing His plans via the critical involvement of human beings. He chose to use
Moses to deliver His people and continued to involve him at every moment of the nation’s
journey to the Promised Land. This intimate level of engagement also reflects God’s purpose of
highlighting the relationship He desires to have with us (see Exod. 33:11; cf. Isa. 57:15). Another
example of this is 2 Kings 13:1-5.

3. Moses Confronts the People (Exodus 32:15-29)
Moses’ anger reflects the righteous indignation of God Himself. The smashing of the tablets no
doubt reflects the destruction of the law in the hearts of the people.

4. Moses Intercedes for the People (Exodus 32:30-35)
Moses is willing to sacrifice his own standing before God to see the people spared. He prefigures
the work and character of the promised Deliverer (see Psa. 106:23; see also Deut. 18:18; Acts
3:22). Moses’ growing confidence as a leader of the people and a servant of God was preceded
by his great humility (see Num. 12:3).
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The Nation Sent Out
1. God Refuses His Presence (Exodus 33:1-16)

God commands the nation to go onward toward the Promised Land but without His presence.
The people are disheartened by this turn of events. Moses successfully secures God’s favor and
presence for the people (vss. 12-16).

Moses Seeks God’s Glory (Exodus 33:17-23; 34:5-9)

Moses’ most intimate encounter with God. God’s glory must be veiled lest Moses perish. Moses’
response was to fall to his knees in worship. When God displays His glory directly to people,
their response is always worship accompanied by an utter sense of worthlessness to stand
before God. God’s holy and majestic appearance brings full disclosure of one’s depravity (see
Num. 11:15). This is why people fundamentally shy away (perhaps run and hide) from the idea
of God. The truth of His light exposes their evil heart (see John 3:19-20). Our sinful condition and
the subsequent accountability for that condition separates us from the God who is holy,
righteous and just. We stand condemned and judged before Him. He is the standard by which all
things are to be judged. This is why we spurn the judgment of fellow sinful unjust human beings.
God alone is the judge of the universe. All earthly rule is called to submit to Him and no other.

The Tabernacle (Read Exodus 25:1-27:21; 30:1-31:18)

The Tabernacle was the focal point for Israel’s worship of God. It sat in the center of the nation’s
nomadic encampments. Three tribes were situated in each of the 4 directions of the Tabernacle while
the Levites took on the responsibilities for the worship of the nation. The Tabernacle was designed to be
portable with easy set-up and take-down. The overall complex was surrounded by a fabric fence with
one entrance. The Tabernacle itself was divided by a veil into two rooms: the ‘Holy Place’ and the ‘Holy
of Holies.” The key furniture of the Tabernacle is as follows.

1.

The Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22)

The most important piece situated in the Holy of Holies representing the footstool of God’s
throne (1 Chron. 28:2). It contained the 2 tablets of the Decalogue, manna from the wilderness
wanderings, and later, Aaron’s rod which budded miraculously with almond blossoms (Num.
17:8-10). The ark was covered with the ‘Mercy Seat’ (with Cherubim on top) where God’s
presence was localized by the hovering pillar of cloud by day and fire by night (vs. 22).

Table of Showbread (Exodus 25:23-30)
Each week 12 fresh loaves of bread were displayed here that the priests would later eat. This
represented the provisions God made for the people.

Golden Lampstand (Exodus 25:31-40; 27:20-21)
This was to be lighted continually with pure olive oil to provide light for the priest’s work.

Bronze Altar of Burnt Offering (Exodus 27:1-8)
This large altar stood in the court where animals were sacrificed to make atonement for sin.

Altar of Incense (Exodus 30:1-10, 34-38)

A careful mixture of prescribed ingredients forming a special incense were to be offered
continually upon this altar. It represented the intercession necessary on behalf of the people
before God. The priests were mediators (even as Moses continually interceded for the nation).

Bronze Laver (Exodus 30:17-21)
Used by the priests to wash their hands and feet to purify themselves before offering sacrifices.
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