Survey of Biblical History — Part 1: Creation to Christ

#9 — WORSHIP, WILDERNESS WANDERINGS, CONQUEST, AND JUDGES

The Priesthood (Exodus 28:1-29:46; Leviticus 6:8-10:19)

The priesthood belonged to the tribe of Levi of which Moses and Aaron belonged. The tribe was divided
into various groups who had specific responsibilities for the worship of the people. Aaron was the High
Priest with his sons performing associated duties. The primary task was to offer sacrifices on behalf of
the people. A typical animal sacrifice involved the worshipper bringing an unblemished animal (e.g.
lambs, goats, bulls, etc...) to the priest at the tabernacle. As he laid his hands upon the head of the
animal, the priest would slaughter it and then burn it upon the altar, sometimes draining the blood in to
a pan and sprinkling the altar with the blood. Thus, the worshipper identified himself with the animal as
sin was atoned for. This of course prefigures the perfect sacrifice of Christ as our ultimate High Priest
and the Lamb of God (Isa. 53:7; John 1:29; Heb. 9:11-14; 1 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 5:6, 9-12; cf. 1 Cor. 5:9).

The Sacrifices (Leviticus 1-7)
1. Regulations for the People
A. Voluntary Sacrifices
e Burnt Offering (1:1-16). Most common sacrifice atoning for a broad range of sins.
e  Grain Offering (2:1-16). Demonstrated thanksgiving to God.
e Peace Offering (3:1-17). Represented the peace achieved thru reconciliation with God.

B. Compulsory Sacrifices
e Sin Offering (4:1-5:13). When unconscious sin is committed & restitution is not possible.
e  Guilt Offering (5:14-6:7). When unconscious sin is committed & restitution is possible.

2. Regulations for the Priesthood (6:8-7:36)
Covered are: Burnt, Grain, Sin, Guilt and Peace Offerings. The priests were required to offer
sacrifices on behalf of themselves in order to offer sacrifices for the people and maintain purity.

3. Means of Atonement
Atonement is the means by which sinners are forgiven and reconciled to a holy God. Middle
English — “Atonement” = “at” + “one[ment]” — thus reconciliation. It requires the shedding of
blood (i.e. violent death). See Lev. 17:11; Heb. 9:22. See also Gen. 3:7, 21 (“coverings” for Adam
& Eve); Gen. 4:2-5 (Offerings of Cain & Abel). The Hebrew term for atonement (kaphar) can
mean (1) cover/ wipe on; (2) ransom; (3) wipe away/ off (i.e. clean/ purge). The Biblical picture
of atonement also carries ideas of “propitiate” (i.e. turn away wrath) and “expiate” (i.e. cancel/
remove sin). Note common OT refrain when a person brings his sacrifice to the sanctuary: “the
priest shall make atonement (before the LORD) on his behalf for his sin... and it shall be forgiven
him/ made clean” (e.g., Lev. 1:4; 4:20, 26, 31, 35; 5:6, 10, 13; 12:8; 14:18, 20, 31).

4. Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:1-34)
The holiest day of the year whereby special sacrifices were made on behalf of both individual
(High Priest) and corporate sin. Atonement was provided to those who were genuine in their
repentance and faith before God. This was the only time the High Priest alone could enter the
Holy of Holies as he sprinkled the blood of the sacrifices upon the Mercy Seat while God’s
presence presided over the event. Two goats were involved with the ceremonies. One was
selected to be one of the sacrifices. The other was selected to be the scapegoat (Lev. 16:21-22).
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40 Years of Wilderness Wandering (The book of Numbers and Deuteronomy)

The book of Numbers chronicles the failure of a favored nation to live up to the stipulations of her
covenant God. The climax of the book centers around chapters 13-14. Israel traveled to the brink of the
Promised Land, Canaan, and 12 spies were sent out to examine the land in order to develop a plan of
invasion. However, 10 of the 12 gave a discouraging report and the people began to complain. When
Joshua and Caleb pleaded with the people to go forward as God would surely defeat the Canaanites,
they refused. God consigned the people to suffer in the wilderness for 40 years (corresponding to 40
days of espionage). Only Joshua and Caleb, along with those 20 years old and younger, would eventually
enter the land as promised. Even Moses would not enter for later disobeying God. He died on Mount
Nebo just across the Jordan River days before the famous Jordan crossing into the land (paralleling the
Red Sea crossing). Moses departed after delivering his great sermon (book of Deuteronomy — meaning
“second law”), which reiterated God’s covenant to the new generation of Israelites who had survived
the 40 years of wilderness wanderings. It served both as a warning to apostasy and as an
encouragement regarding God'’s love and mercy. Disobedience to God brought about curses and
obedience brought about blessings, both materially and spiritually.

The Conquest of Joshua (The book of Joshua)

Joshua replaced Moses as the leader of the nation (see 3:7; 4:14). He was a tremendous military warrior
and exhibited remarkable battle strategies. The Israelite armies decimated the people of the land, many
times through the miraculous intervention of God. Although they did not eradicate all the people, they
gained significant control over the land (cf. 21:43-45). Note that the destruction was not indiscriminate
slaughter, but a means of judgment for the prevailing wickedness of the land (Gen. 15:16 — “... for the
sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure” (cf. Lev. 18:24-25). Despite their victories, the
people still suffered under the threat of an ever-present paganism (Josh. 24:14-15).

The Period of the Judges (The book of Judges and Ruth)

1. The Book of Judges
Israel remained faithful to God during the Canaanite conquest. However, God allowed some of
the Canaanite peoples to remain in order to test the faithfulness of Israel (cf. Judges 2:21-3:4).
Judges chronicles the repeated failures of the people to obey God. Judg. 21:25 sums up this
period lasting approximately 350 years (1390 BC? [death of Joshua] to 1043 Bc [date of King
Saul’s enthronement]): “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in
his own eyes.” The repeated cycle is:
(1) SIN. Israel sins against the LORD.
(2) SERVITUDE. God judges their sin by oppressive treatment from the surrounding nations.
(3) SUPPLICATION. Israel cries out in repentance for deliverance.
(4) SALVATION. God raises up a deliverer (i.e., 12 judges) to relieve their oppression.
(5) SILENCE. Israel lives peacefully for a time only to repeat the cycle again.

2. The Book of Ruth
Ruth is a beautiful story of love and redemption. Ruth was of the cursed nation of Moab who
first led Israel into idolatrous worship. She converts to the God of Israel (1:16) and returns with
her mother-in-law Naomi to Bethlehem during harvest time and the end of a 10-year famine.
Ruth is courted by Boaz, a close relative of Naomi who redeems the land of her deceased
husband Elimelech and marries Ruth to propagate the seed of Elimelech (4:5). In doing so, Boaz
becomes a type of Christ, the great Bridegroom and Redeemer. Ruth is also a key link in the
genealogy of Christ as the progenitor of the Davidic/ Messianic line of promise (4:18-22).
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