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New Apostolic Reformation Movement 

The New Apostolic Reformation Movement (NAR) is a broad, loosely connected movement within 
charismatic Christianity that teaches: 

• God is restoring the governing offices of apostles and prophets. 

• New revelation that supplements Scripture. 

• Believers are supposed to obey these new revelations.  

“I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will 
add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written 
in this book.” Revelation 22:18-19 

What is an Apostle? 

1. They had to be called personally and commissioned by Jesus. (cf. Gal. 1:1; Luke 6:13; Mark 3:14; and 
Acts 9:15). 

2. The person had to have seen the risen Christ. (cf. 1 Cor. 9:1 and 15:7-8) 

3. God authenticated them through signs and wonders. (cf. 2 Cor. 12:12). 

4. They spoke with the authority of Christ and laid the foundation for the church.  (Gal. 1:8-9; Eph. 2:20; 
and 1 Cor. 14:37). 

Source: John MacArthur and Richard Mayhue, eds., Biblical Doctrine: A Systematic Summary of Bible 
Truth (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2017), 755-756. R.C. Sproul A New Apostle 
https://learn.ligonier.org/sermons/new-apostle  

What is a Prophet? 

1. Have they been sent by God?  

“Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
“Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. 

They are leading you into futility; 
They speak a vision of their own imagination, 

Not from the mouth of the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:16). 

2. Does the prophet’s message align with God’s Word? 

“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or 
the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods (whom you 
have not known) and let us serve them,’ you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams; for the Lord your God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul. You shall follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His 
commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.”  Deuteronomy 13:1-5 

3. Do their predictions come true? If not? 

“You may say in your heart, ‘How will we know the word which the Lord has not spoken?’ When a 
prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing 
which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of 
him.” (Deuteronomy 18:21-22). (cf. Jeremiah 28:9) 

4. Does the prophet’s life reflect that he is a follower of Christ? 
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“Moreover, among the prophets of Samaria I saw an offensive thing: 
They prophesied by Baal and led My people Israel astray. 
Also among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a horrible thing: 
The committing of adultery and walking in falsehood; 
And they strengthen the hands of evildoers, 
So that no one has turned back from his wickedness. 
All of them have become to Me like Sodom, 
And her inhabitants like Gomorrah" (Jeremiah 23:13-14). 

Are there modern-day Apostles and Prophets? 

Not in the sense of the office laid down in the Bible. 

“An honest assessment of modern claims to the office demonstrates conclusively that there are no apostles 
today and have not been in the church history since the first century…Nonetheless, the proclamation of the 
prophetic word (2 Pet. 1:19-21) continues through the faithful preaching of Scripture.”  MacArthur and 
Mayhue in Biblical Doctrine (page 755-757) 

“…since no one today can meet the qualification of having seen the risen Christ with his own eyes, there are 
no apostles today.” Wayne Grudem Systemic Theology (page 911) 

Source: John MacArthur and Richard Mayhue, eds., Biblical Doctrine: A Systematic Summary of Bible 
Truth (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2017), 755-757. R.C. Sproul A New Apostle 
https://learn.ligonier.org/sermons/new-apostle; R.C. Sproul Prophets and Apostles 
https://learn.ligonier.org/devotionals/prophets-and-apostles  

“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You 
will know them by their fruits.” 

Matthew 7:15-16 

New Revelation Takes Precedence Over Scripture 

(The Language of NAR Apostles and Prophets) 

 “God told me that this church must…” 

 “The prophet has released a word over us.” 

 “We must align ourselves with this apostolic vision.” 

 “Do not question what God has revealed.” 

 “If you reject this word, you may miss what God is doing.” 

New Apostolic Reformation Movement Beliefs 

• Believers issue authoritative decrees for spiritual or earthly outcomes.  

• Belief that believers can do greater miracles than Jesus. (John 14:12) 

• Emphasizes the supernatural—particularly the miraculous gifts for all. 

• The faithful should not have sickness or poverty. 

• The church has a mandate to take the “Seven Mountains” of society.  
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“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, 
they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their 
ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 4:3-4) 

Bethel Church Statement of Faith 

We believe in the ongoing, sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled 
to live a holy life and minister super-naturally. The baptism of the Holy Spirit, according to Acts 1:4-8 and 

2:4, is poured out on believers that they might have God’s power to be His witnesses. 
 

We believe in the victorious, redemptive work of Christ on the cross provides freedom from the power of 
the enemy – sin, lies, sickness, and torment. 

How Big is the NAR Footprint? 

• Bethel Church – Redding, CA   
• 6 Bethel Churches - Atlanta, Austin, NYC, Whangarei (NZ), Sydney (AUS), and 

Valparaiso). 
• 129 affiliates (110 churches) in the Bethel Leaders Network.  
• Annual income $60 million including Bethel Music. 

• Harvest Rock / Harvest International Ministry – Pasadena, CA 
• 25,000 plus affiliated ministries and organizations in 65 nations, 

• King Jesus/Supernatural Global Network – Miami, FL 
• Approximately 500 churches in 70 countries. 

• MorningStar – Fort Mill, SC 
• 600 plus churches, pastors, and ministries. 

• Catch The Fire – Toronto, Ontario 
• 138 churches. 

26,000 churches, affiliates, and ministries. 
3 million (estimated) individuals directly involved in NAR churches and ministries.* 

6.09 million YouTube subscribers to Bethel Music  
* source: God's Super-Apostles: An Interview with Doug Geivett 
https://www.biola.edu/blogs/good-book-blog/2015/god-s-super-apostles-an-interview-with-doug-geivett 
** source: chartmasters.org https://chartmasters.org/artist/bethel-music/ ; socialblade.com 
https://socialblade.com/youtube/handle/bethelmusic  

The Raising of Olive 
December 14, 2019, two-year-old Olive died in her sleep. Her mother Kalley, a worship leader at Bethel 
Church, did not accept Olive’s death. “…Bethel leaders* urged Christians around the world …to join her 
parents in “declaring” a resurrection because they believed their spoken words, as children of God, had the 
power to bring Olive back.” (Pivec and Geivett Counterfeit Kingdom (p. 205) 
* See Bethel Church’s Leadership’s Statement https://www.bethel.com/news/olive-heiligenthal   

Grave Soaking (Sucking) 
The belief that believers can lie on graves or tombstones of dead Christians and can “soak up” some of the 
anointing by Holy Spirit still resident in these dead Christians. (see next slide video) 
Bethel’s Bill Johnson denies that they teach grave soaking.* 
However, Pulpit & Pen in 2018 provided evidence that Banning Liebscher, a pastor at Bethel Church, 
confirms the teaching, as well as providing evidence of Bill Johnson’s wife (now deceased) endorsing it and 
commending it.** 
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Declarations 
The belief that by declaring something they want, they have the power to obtain what they wish.  
Example:  Prophetess Marlene Barrett who received  a “word” that racism was to end in the church. Thou 
shall not pass! 

Glory Cloud & Floating Feathers 
Bethel church reports a “miracle” in 2011 they called signs and wonders. 
A mysterious gold substance began appearing in Bethel’s church services.  
Other times feathers would float down (angel’s feathers?). 
They believed it to be a sign of God’s presence 

Music Bypass All of the Intellectual Barriers 
“Music bypasses all of the intellectual barriers, and when the anointing of God is on a song, people will 
begin to believe things they wouldn’t believe through teaching.” 
Bill Johnson1 

How big is Bethel Music’s Reach?* 
Spotify lifetime streams 4.23 billion 
YouTube lifetime views 3.60 billion 
YouTube subscribers 6.09 million 
Instagram followers  2.42 million 
Bethel Church claims:  

• 1.1 billion song streams 
•  500 million streamed song videos 
• 234,000 churches sing Bethel Music* 

**source: chartmasters.org https://chartmasters.org/artist/bethel-music/ ; socialblade.com 
https://socialblade.com/youtube/handle/bethelmusic ; Bethel Church https://www.bethel.com/impact   
**THIS CLAIM IS DOUBTFUL! CCLI itself serves approximately 230,000 churches and 
organizations worldwide. 

FAQs About NAR Music 
1. Bethel music makes me feel spiritual—is that wrong? 

Praise Him with trumpet sound; 
Praise Him with harp and lyre. 

Praise Him with timbrel and dancing; 
Praise Him with stringed instruments and pipe. 

 Praise Him with loud cymbals; 
Praise Him with resounding cymbals. 

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:3-6) 

“Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God” 

(Colossians 3:16). 
(cf. Philippians 4:4)  

“Emotion is not a bad thing in worship; in fact, it’s a good thing. But if the mind is bypassed and there is 
no understanding, then you are talking about emotionalism, not just simple passion or emotion. 

We have seen a serious departure from the gravity of sacred worship in our day, whereby people’s 
minds are almost removed from the process. I think that will be detrimental in the long haul.”1 

Source: From Ligonier Ministries where R.C. Sproul answered the question: “How do we balance 
truth, worship, and emotion?” https://learn.ligonier.org/qas/how-do-we-balance-truth-worship-and-
emotion 
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2. What’s the problem if the lyrics are mostly correct? 
Bethel Music song Champion 

Bridge 
“When I lift my voice and shout 
Every wall comes crashing down 

I have the authority 
Jesus has given me 

When I open up my mouth 
Miracles start breaking out 

I have the authority 
Jesus has given me” 

3. It’s not like I am agreeing with Bethel about the music—isn’t it good that I am praising God? 
Elevation Worship song Praise Verse 2: 

“I'll praise when I feel it, and I'll praise when I don't (Yeah) 
I'll praise 'cause I know You're still in control 

'Cause my praise is a weapon, it's more than a sound (More than a sound) 
Oh, my praise is the shout that brings Jericho down (Yeah)” 

These lyrics point to the claim that much of the NAR music is man centered and not God centered. 
Man has the power to bring about what man declares rather than appealing to God for His will. The 
declarations that NAR leaders and adherents make show the belief that they are “little gods” and that 
they may make things happen. (See Allen Parr, The Beat Youtube video This Bethel Worship Song 
Should be Avoided by All Christians, Worship Leaders and Churches at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9F0pnuaoo_A for a further discussion. 

The Dangers of NAR Music 
4.  It’s not like I am going to Bethel Church or listening to a sermon—so what’s the problem? 

• Their music sneaks in the NAR beliefs. 
• Lyrics break down our mental barriers. R.C. Sproul on emotion, “…the mind is bypassed and 

there is no understanding…” 
• We accept messages in songs we would not in a sermon. 
• Their music draws people to Bethel and other NAR churches. 
• The income from the music supports Bethel Church’s false beliefs. (Bethel Music reports their 

income to be $149,980,200.00* in last 10 years, with the profits going to support Bethel 
Church). 

• Lyrics are inane and repetitive. Bethel song You Won’t Relent repeats the same line: “There’s 
nothing we want more” 21 times in a row. 

What Are the Dangers of False Gospels 

• Error can enter through something we enjoy. 
• What we hear can quietly reshape what we believe. 
• Experience and emotion can gradually replace Scripture as our authority.  
• The pursuit of the spectacular can make ordinary church life seem inadequate.  
• Unnoticed error can eventually weaken the whole congregation.  

Why Do People Flock to NAR Churches (Romans 16:17-18) 

• “I want to experience God personally.”  (experience over intellect) 
• “I want to feel the presence of God!” (emotional need). 
• “I desperately need God to do something.” (longing for relief) 
• “I want a clear answer from God.” (freedom from uncertainty) 
• “I want my life to matter.” (need for significance) 
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• “I want a faith that makes a visible difference.” (desire for tangible results)  
Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to 
the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. For such men are slaves, not of our Lord 
Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of 

the unsuspecting” 

(Romans 16:17-18). 

 
 

Resources 
Books:  
Pivec, Holly, and R. Douglas Geivett. Counterfeit Kingdom: The Dangers of New Revelation, New 
Prophets, and New Age Practices in the Church. B&H Publishing Group, 2022. 
Pivec, Holly, and R. Douglas Geivett. Reckless Christianity: The Destructive New Teachings and 
Practices of Bill Johnson, Bethel Church, and the Global Movement of Apostles and Prophets. 
Cascade Books, 2023. 
Websites: 
Justin Peters Ministries: justinpeters.org 
Allen Peters,The Beat : allenparr.com 
YouTube Videos: 
Allen Parr’s How the NAR Movement is Deceiving Millions of Christians: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQAUp7GrxxE 
Justin Peters’ Wonder if Bethel Is A False Church? Wonder No More 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VvHK2MjPZCk&t=1889s 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


