Week Four — September 27, 2026

The Lies We Believe
A Biblical Examination of False Gospels, Spiritual Deception, and the Truth That Confronts!

Week 4: Prosperity Gospel and Word of Faith

Name and Claim It—But Did God Say It?

Who is Being Criticized in This Passage?
‘For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled,
they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their
ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths”

(2 Timothy 4:3-4).

‘Who Are the Current Popular Prosperity Preachers?
Kenneth Copeland
Jesse Duplantis Quilt by Association:
Benny Hinn Steven Furtick
Paula White-Cain Joel Osteen
Joyce Meyer Del Way (Calvary Temple)
Creflo Dollar
John and Matt Hagee
T.D. Jakes
Bill Winston
Andrew Womack
Joel Osteen
Dawvid Oyedepo
What Does the Prosperity Gospel Preach?
*  Believers should expect to be healthy, prosperous, and successtul.
e  Faith gets you health, wealth, and removal of suffering,.
e If you want blessings, you must sow seeds (money).
e The greater the gift, the greater the blessing.
*  Meetings characterized by healings, speaking in tongues, and money.
*  Failure to obtain blessings 1s due to a person’s lack of faith.
e Failure to obtain blessings is due to a person’s lack of giving.
e  Jesus’ death on the cross took our diseases, illnesses, and poverty.

What Are the Myths in the Prosperity Gospel

*  Adam was a god because God reproduced Himself in Adam.”
e Adam was the god of this world.”

e Believers are “little gods” and more lately just “gods.
*  Jesus was a man who was “anointed” as God.”

e Jesus died spiritually, took Satan’s nature, and was “born again” in Hell.”

*  God is limited and must work through believers (especially his special anointed ones)
*  Revelation received supersedes the Bible.*

*Hank Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis (Harvest House, 1993)
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Word of Faith Differs Little From Prosperity Gospel

(Think Calvary Temple)

*  Historically, the biggest difference 1s that believer must speak words (declare) to obtain the
blessings.

e This is where we get the “name it and claim 1t.”
*  Prosperity Gospel emphasizes amount of one’s faith and gift.
*  Word of Faith and Prosperity pastors mix the two systems.
*  Both camps endorse one another and share their pulpits.

God is limited and must work through believers (especially his special anointed ones). *

Jesse Duplantis Video

Adam was a god because God reproduced Himself in Adam.
BUT
God made mistakes!
Kenneth Copeland Video

Jesus’ death on the cross took our diseases, illnesses, and poverty.
Kenneth Copeland Video
The Bible on Suffering and Trials
“Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave 1s not greater than his master.” If they persecuted Me, they
will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also” (John 15:20).
“These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation,
but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
“For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His

sake,” (Philippians 1:29).

“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith
produces endurance. And let endurance have izs perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing” (James 1:2-4).

(Paul’s sufferings and trials were immense. (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:22-30) Why should we be immune to
suffering?)

Promises of Healing
Joyce Meyer Video

If You Have Enough Faith You Will Have No Sickness
Joyce Meyers: “Confession:...I'm not afraid of disease. I'm not afraid of sickness. I'm abiding under the
shadow of Jehovah-Rapha, the Lord that healeth me. No plague shall come nigh my dwelling or my body. 1
resist sickness and disease. I refuse to accept it! It’s not mine! I refuse to be sick in Jesus’ Name. Sickness
cannot trespass in my body. Sickness, (name it), you can’t come nigh my dwelling. I refuse you! I resist
you!”*
* Joyce Meyers in a booklet, Healing Scriptures, 2008 https://www.laithandhealthconnection.org/wp-
content/uploads/Healing-Scriptures-Jovce-Mevers.pd{#page=10\
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‘Where Is Joyce Meyer’s Healing?*

* 1989 She had breast cancer and had to have a mastectomy.

*  Plagues with severe migraines she says caused by stress.

*  Hormone imbalances requiring injections.

*  Had both hips replaced.

e 2023 had back surgery.
*Joyce Meyer, “Joyce’s Breast Cancer Story,” Joyce Meyer Ministries, YouTube video, October 1, 2017,
https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=6XWT'mcJdblw, with transcript reproduced at https://sermons-
online.org/joyce-mever/joyce-s-breast-cancer-story-joyvce-mever (breast cancer and mastectomy); Laura
Bagby, “Joyce Meyer’s Health Remedy for Busy People,” CBN, accessed September 25, 2026,
https://cbn.com/article/nutrition/jovce-mevers-health-remedy-busy-people (Meyer’s interview statements
concerning migraines, hormonal problems, and hysterectomy); Joyce Meyer, “How Thoughts and Words
Affect Our Health,” sermon transcript reproduced by Sermons.love, accessed September 25, 2026,
https://sermons.love/jovce-mever/13196-joyce-mever-how-thoughts-and-words-affect-our-health.html
(replacement of both hips); and Jessica Mouser, “Joyce Meyer Shares How She Is Doing After a Fall, Back
Surgery,” ChurchLeaders, July 7, 2023, https://churchleaders.com/news/45447 2-joyce-meyer-fall-back-
surgery.html (back surgery)

Costi Hinn and Justin Peters on Healing
Video: Benny Hinn'’s Repentance: The Definitive Update Youtube Video

False Teacher’s Greed

“For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, who
must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the
sake of sordid gain” (Titus 1:10-11).

“For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in
Christ in the sight of God” (2 Corinthians 2:17).

“having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable, having a heart trained
in greed, accursed children; forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of
Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; ” (2 Peter 2:14-15).

Unashamed Wealth is Central

Jesse Duplantis Videos
Benny Hinn Video

Promise of the Hundred-Fold Return

George Pearson and Gloria Copeland Video

Believers are “little gods” and more lately just “God.”
Kenneth Copeland Video
Steven Furtick Videos

Which Camp is Joel Osteen In?
* R.C. Sproul includes Osteen in the prosperity gospel camp.
*  Some include him Word of Faith camp.’
*  Osteen states 1n his podcast entitled 7he Power of I Am, that ”God created our words to have

EEEY

creative power.
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*  We might say he 1s in both camps with lighter versions.

*  Osteen 1s more of a positive thinking proponent.

* Ligonier Minustries article What is the Prosperity Gospel hitps://learn.ligonier.org/articles/lield-guide-
on-false-teaching-prosperity-gospel

**Ligonier Ministries: R.C. Sproul review of Michael Horton’s book Christless Christianity where
Horton puts Osteen. https:/learn.ligonier.org/articles/book-review-christless-christianity .

“**The Power of I Am. https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-power-of-1-am-joel-
osteen/1d13725485921=1000727889051

‘Why is Prosperity Gospel and Word of Faith Attractive?
e People suffer and are promised healing and relief (cf. 2 Peter 2:17-18).
*  People are greedy and are promised wealth (cf. 1 Timothy 6:9-10).
*  People want a quick answer to their problems (cf. Proverbs 28:22).
e People want God’s blessings more than they want God (cf. John 6:26-27).
*  People like to have their ears tickled:
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled,
they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their
ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 4:3-4).

Prosperity Gospel Puts Man at the Center
(No Need to Deny Self)
Christ Told Us to Deny Self

And He was saying to thern all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up
his cross daily and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for My sake, he 1s the one who will save it”

J s

(Luke 9:23-24).

Dangers of the Prosperity Gospel and Word of Faith*
1. Weakens a person’s faith (expectation meets reality).
2. Creates false guilt (they do not have enough faith).
3. Creates false hope (promises greater than delivery).
4. Promises a quick fix to their problems.
5. Steals God’s glory and give it to man (man becomes the center).
6. Creates a transactional relationship with God (let’s make a deal).

* Based on Allen Parr, Misled: 7 Lies That Distort the Gospel (and How You Can Discern the Truth)
(Thomas Nelson, 2023) pg38-42.

Resources and Sources
CBS Mornings. “Televangelist Jesse Duplantis Seeks $54M Private Jet.” YouTube video. May 30,
2018. Watch video.

Copeland, Gloria, and George Pearsons. “The Hundredfold Return.” Believer’s Voice of Victory.
Posted by Kenneth Copeland Ministries. YouTube video, 22:20. January 3, 2018. Watch video.
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Copeland, Kenneth. “You Don’t Own Sickness.” Believer’s Voice of Victory. Posted by Kenneth
Copeland Ministries. YouTube video, 28:30. October 23, 2021. Watch video.
Hanegraaft, Hank. Christianity in Crisis. Harvest House Publishers, 1993. Publication record.

Hinn, Costi W. God, Greed, and the (Prosperity) Gospel: How Truth Overwhelms a Life Built on
Lies. Zondervan, 2019. Publication record.

Jeremiah9:3. “Kenneth Copeland Claims Siners Are Equal With God?!?” YouTube video, 0:48.
December 28, 2022. Watch video.

Meyer, Joyce. “Do You Need Healing? | Joyce Meyer.” Posted by Joyce Meyer Ministries.
YouTube video. September 19, 2014. Watch video.

Parr, Allen. Misled: 7 Lies That Distort the Gospel (and How You Can Discern the Truth).
Thomas Nelson, 2023. Publication record.

Peters, Justin. “Benny Hinn’s Repentance: The Definitive Update.” Posted by Justin Peters
Ministries. YouTube video. December 8, 2023. Watch video.

Peters, Justin. “Didaché—God to Jesse Duplantis: ‘I Need Your Opinion!”” Posted by Justin Peters
Ministries. YouTube video. July 1, 2024. Watch video.

Peters, Justin. “Didaché—Is This Kenneth Copeland’s Most Heretical Statement Ever?” Posted by
Justin Peters Ministries. YouTube video. December 16, 2024. Watch video.

Peters, Justin. “Flee From Furtick 2024.” Posted by Justin Peters Ministries. YouTube video.
February 16, 2024. Watch video.

Ligonier Ministries article What is the Prosperity Gospel https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/field-
gulde-on-false-teaching-prosperity-gospel

Ligonier Ministries: R.C. Sproul review of Michael Horton’s book Christless Christianity where
Horton puts Osteen. https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/book-review-christless-christianity .
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