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Week 4 Hearing the Voice of God 
“If God is not speaking, you are not going to hear Him. If God is speaking, you 

are not going to miss Him!” 
Jim Osman 

*Source: Jim Osman quotation from Justin Peters Ministries, “God Doesn’t Whisper Part 2,” interview 
with Jim Osman, October 17, 2020, YouTube video, 

https://youtu.be/wNCKVn26fV0?si=Fdbb1pZKO9QmtI4I  
Assumptions for “Hearing the Voice of God (HVG)” 
• I need to hear from God outside Scripture. * 
• I should expect to hear from God outside Scripture. * 
• I must learn to hear from God outside Scripture. * 
• I should hear God speak to me in signs, dreams, circumstances, impressions, or promptings. 
• Unless I hear from God and receive direction outside of Scripture, I have a lesser or broken 

relationship with God. 
The Central Issues 

• Should Christians expect to have personalized revelations from God as the ordinary experience of 
Christian living? 

• If so, is this a skill that can be learned, taught, or developed? 
• Is it consistent with Scripture for Christians to say, “God told me”? 
• Should Christians interpret desires, dreams, circumstances, inner impressions, and promptings as 

personal messages from God? 
Proponents of Hearing God’s Voice (HVG) 

• Charles Stanley - How to Let God Solve Your Problems and How to Listen to God 
• Dallas Willard - Hearing God 
• Henry Blackaby - Experiencing God 
• Mark Batterson - Whisper: How to Hear the Voice of God 
• Bill Hybels - The Power of a Whisper 
• Priscilla Shirer - Discerning the Voice of God and He Speaks to Me 

Challengers to HVG 

• Jim Osman - God Doesn’t Whisper (foreword by John MacArthur) 
• Greg Koukl - The Voice of God (booklet) and Does God Whisper Parts 1, 2, and 3 (Stand to 

Reason website) 
• Joel Beeke -  Don’t Look for Assurance in Extraordinary Experiences 

(https://www.ligonier.org/posts/dont-look-assurance-extraordinary-experiences) 
• R.C. Sproul - sermon Sanctification https://learn.ligonier.org/sermons/sanctification  
• Kevin DeYoung - Just Do Something   “If a thought or impulse pops into your head, even if it 

happens while reading Scripture, don’t assume it is a voice from heaven” (p. 82).  
• John MacArthur - (see the foreword to Jim Osman’s book). 
• Justin Peters - YouTube videos God Doesn’t Whisper Parts 1,2, & 3. 

John MacArthur 
“No religious delusion has been more pervasive or brought more confusion into the church than the 
belief that God routinely speaks to people outside of Scripture…This is a pernicious type of mysticism 
that has more in common with occult soothsaying than with any biblical principle of discernment. It is, 
in fact, a highly dangerous way of seeking to hear from God.” 

The Sufficiency of Christ and Scripture! 

https://youtu.be/wNCKVn26fV0?si=Fdbb1pZKO9QmtI4I
https://youtu.be/wNCKVn26fV0?si=Fdbb1pZKO9QmtI4I
https://www.ligonier.org/posts/dont-look-assurance-extraordinary-experiences
https://learn.ligonier.org/sermons/sanctification
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“seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the 
true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence” (2 Peter 1:3). 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-
17). 
“For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete, and 
He is the head over all rule and authority;” (Colossians 2:9-10). 

What Do We Need That We Do Not Have? 
 

Disclaimers! 
• If God chooses to speak directly to someone, He certainly can. After all, He can do anything He 

wishes.  

• I am not denying that God has spoken directly to people in the Bible—clearly the Bible clearly 
records occasions when He did so in both the Old and New Testaments.  

• God has spoken to very few people over the entire history of the Bible. The occurrences of God 
speaking with people are very rare. 

• I am saying that God gives us illumination, insight, wisdom, teaching, comfort, and the like when we 
pray, read the Bible, seek His guidance, or engage in other spiritual disciplines. 

• I am not questioning the deep intimacy we have with God. This insight might cause us to sense that 
God is leading us in a certain direction, but I dispute that we are hearing the voice of God outside 
of His Word. 

• I am saying that, more often than not, what people interpret as “God told me” is a believer’s 
wisdom, understanding, and application of God’s Word. 

• I am saying that Christians who think that God is speaking to them may wrongly view it as a unique 
and personal revelation, which they interpret as the voice of God. 

• I dispute insights are equal to God’s Word or a supplement to God’s Word. (cf. 2 Timothy 3:16-
17; Jude 3: Revelation 22:18-19 God’s Word is complete.)  

• I am saying that God Word is sufficient and whatever may occur as God revealing something to us 
must be tested against revealed Word (Scripture). 

• I am saying that God, in His “sovereign will,” is personally involved in our lives providentially so 
that we live according to His revealed will.  

• His work in us does not depend on our receiving private messages from Him. 

What the Proponents of HVG Say 

• Charles Stanley: “I believe one of the most valuable lessons we can ever learn is how to listen to 
God…And the Bible is explicit; God speaks to us just as powerfully today as in the days in which 
the Bible was written.”* 

• Henry Blackaby: “God does speak to His people, and you can anticipate that He will be speaking 
to you also.” Also, “Your task is to wait until the Master gives you instructions. If you start ‘doing’ 
before you have a direction from God, more than likely you will be wrong.”** 

*Charles Stanley, How to Listen to God (Thomas Nelson, 1985), page 9, quoted in Jim Osman, God 
Doesn’t Whisper (Kootenai Community Church Publishing, 2020), page 14. 



Week Four – September 27, 2026 
The Lies We Believe 

A Biblical Examination of False Gospels, Spiritual Deception, and the Truth That Confronts! 
 

Page 3 of 7 

**Henry T. Blackaby and Claude V. King, Experiencing God: How to Live the Full Adventure of 
Knowing and Doing the Will of God (Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1994), pages 83,89, quoted in 
Jim Osman, God Doesn’t Whisper (Kootenai Community Church Publishing, 2020), pages 15-16. 

• Priscilla Shirer: “Creating time, space, and opportunity to hear God is paramount for those of us 
who desire to sense His Spirit’s conviction, to receive His detailed guidance, and to discern His 
intimate leading.” Also, “…we each need divine direction to navigate accurately.”*  

• Dallas Willard: “God is also with us in a conversational relationship: he [sic] speaks with us 
individually as it is appropriate…” Also, “…if God wants us to know something, he [sic] will be both 
able and willing to communicate it plainly…”** 

*Priscilla Shirer, Discerning the Voice of God: How to Recognize When God Speaks (Moody 
Publishers, 2007), page 18, quoted in Jim Osman, God Doesn’t Whisper (Kootenai Community 
Church Publishing, 2020), page 15. 

**Dallas Willard, Hearing God: Developing a Conversational Relationship with God (InterVarsity 
Press, 1999), pages 67-68, 250, quoted in Jim Osman, God Doesn’t Whisper (Kootenai Community 
Church Publishing, 2020), page 16.  

What the Adherents of HVG Argue 

• Mark Batterson: “God has an outside voice, and He is not afraid to use it. But when God wants to 
be heard, when what He has to say is too important to miss, He often speaks in a whisper just 
above the absolute threshold of hearing.”*  

• Dallas Willard: “…we can learn through experience…[and] then distinguish and understand the 
voice of God; their discernment will not be infallible, but they will discern his [sic] voice as clearly 
and with as much accuracy as they discern the voice of any other person with whom they are on 
intimate terms.” 

*Batterson, Mark. Whisper: How to Hear the Voice of God. Colorado Springs: Multnomah, 2017, 
page 9. **Dallas Willard, Hearing God: Developing a Conversational Relationship with God 
(InterVarsity Press, 1999), pages 67-68, 250,97, quoted in Jim Osman, God Doesn’t Whisper 
(Kootenai Community Church Publishing, 2020), pages 16-17. 

If you do not hear God speak, you will not know God’s will. 

• Henry Blackaby: “He still speaks to His people. If you have trouble hearing God speak, you are in 
trouble at the very heart of your Christian experience.”* 

• Mark Batterson: “We lean toward a whisper, and that’s what God wants… He speaks in a whisper.  
He wants to be as close to us as is divinely possible.”** 

• Mark Batterson: “I was a little confused, but that’s when I heard the still small voice. It wasn’t an 
audible voice; it was Spirit to spirit.”** 

* Henry T. Blackaby and Claude V. King, Experiencing God: How to Live the Full Adventure of 
Knowing and Doing the Will of God (Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1994), pages 83-84, quoted in 
Jim Osman, God Doesn’t Whisper (Kootenai Community Church Publishing, 2020), page 18. 

** Mark Batterson, Whisper: How to Hear the Voice of God (Colorado Springs: Multnomah, 2017), 
10–11, 13. 

 

Prayer and reading your Bible is only a one-way relationship. 
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Rick Warren: “Very few things are more important than this [hearing God speak to you] because you 
can’t have a relationship to God if you can’t hear God.  If all you do is ever talk to him in prayer and 
you never hear God speak to you, that’s a one-way conversation that isn’t much of a relationship.”* 

* Justin Peters Ministries, “God Doesn’t Whisper Part 1,” interview with Jim Osman, October 17, 
2020, YouTube video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDWObcAEArk  

The Two-Way Communication 

HVG proponents argue that praying to God and reading His Word is not a two-way communication. 

• We speak to God through our prayers. 

• God speaks to us through His word. 

• Jim Osman: “I have spoken to the Lord in prayer, and the Lord has spoken to me through his 
word. I read his word and I hear the voice of God speaking to me through the pages of scripture. I 
do that every day. That’s a two-way communication.” * 

• This goes back to the sufficiency of Scripture and His Holy Spirit working in me. 

* Justin Peters Ministries, “God Doesn’t Whisper Part 3,” interview with Jim Osman, October 17, 
2020, YouTube video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKegKHlxkHU&t=1288s  

See these verses that show God is communicating with us through His Word: Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 
10:15-17; Psalm 119:102,104-105; 2 Peter 1:30; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Psalm 119:24,98; John 17:17). 

Like Abraham, Elijah, David, and Paul, We Should Be Able to Hear the Voice of God 

• We should be able to hear the voice of God just as the people did in the Old and New Testaments. 

• We need it outside of Scripture (the assumption is that the Bible is not enough). 

• We expect to hear God’s voice because He promised it (John 10:27). 

• Abraham, Moses, Elijah, David, Solomon, the Apostles, and Paul heard God’s voice. 

• Extremely rare over many thousands of years. 

• It is prideful to equate oneself with these men. 

Biblical Arguments Claimed by HVG Proponents 

Jesus told us that we would hear His voice. 

• Jesus promised this in John 10:3 “…and the sheep hear his voice…”; and John 10:27 “…My sheep 
hear My voice…” 

• Jesus promises that He is speaking to His sheep. 

• Jesus promises that all of His sheep will hear His voice. 

Interpret the Passage in Context 

• One rule for interpreting God’s Word is to interpret the passage in context. 

• Read every passage in the context of the whole passage including the book, chapter, and section.  

• Another rule concerns what may be inferred from a passage:  

• “…the implicit must be interpreted by the explicit, rather than the explicit interpreted by 
the implicit.”*   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDWObcAEArk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKegKHlxkHU&t=1288s
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* Ligonier Ministries, Knowing Scripture  https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/knowing-scripture  

John 10:1-4, 27-30: What is the Context? 

Believers Need to be Taught to Hear the Voice of God 

• Samuel had to be taught by Eli to hear God speaking (1 Samuel 3). 

• Eli was not a godly man. 

• Samuel did not know the Lord (1 Samuel 3:7). 

• Eli did not teach Samuel anything. Finally, after three 3 times, Eli ”discerned” that it might 
be the Lord. 

• Not the older believer mentoring the younger believer (neither was a believer). 

• Samuel heard the audible voice of the Lord—not an impression, a “still small voice,” or 
some sort of prompting.  

• It was a unique calling by God and not a regular event among Jews at the time. See 1 
Samuel 3:1: “…the word from the Lord was rare in those days…” 

A “Still Small Voice” Argument 

• God speaks in a whisper that must be discerned and cultivated. 

• Based on the events with Elijah in 1 Kings 19:11-13 KJV 

• “and after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still 
small voice.  And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and 
went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto 
him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?” (I Kings 19:12-13 KJV). 

• “…Elijah heard it…”  

• NASB renders it as a “gentle blowing,” which indicates a gentle voice. 

• Elijah heard the audible voice of the Lord.  

• God’s voice was not an impression, a “still small voice”, or some sort of prompting.  

Primary Biblical Arguments by HVG Proponents 

“For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God” (Romans 8:14). 

•   “Being led by the Spirit” must mean He wants to communicate with us (that is, hear His voice.) 

• What is the context of Romans 8:1-14? (cf. Galatians 5:16-26) 

• We are freed from sin and death. 

• He grants us the strength and power to put to death the deeds of the flesh. 

• MacArthur Study Bible on Romans 8:14: “Believers are not led through subjective, mental 
impressions or promptings to provide direction in making life’s decisions—something 
Scripture nowhere teaches.” 

• Galatians 5:17-18 covers the same concept: “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may 

https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/knowing-scripture
https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/knowing-scripture
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not do the things that you please. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
Law.” 

We are to be “imitators of Christ,” who regularly communicated with the Father. 

• “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). 

•  Of course, this is true. We see this principle in 1 John 2:6;  John 13:15; and Philippians 2:5. 

• Would the proponents argue that it means we should also: 

• Raise the dead? 

• Judge the world? 

• Demand that people obey us? 

Jesus is God and we are not. Jesus has a unique relationship with the Father that we do not have! 

See Gregory Koukl, The Ambassador’s Guide to the Voice of God (Stand to Reason, 2014), pages 16-
18. 

Is the Voice of God New Revelation and Divine? 

• Some, especially NAR adherents and charismatics, argue that it is equal in revelation to Scripture.  

• Others argue that it does not supersede Scripture but is supplemental. 

• If God is speaking, how could it not be divine and revelation? 

• Wanting to have their cake and eat it too. 

• Sarah Young (Jesus Calling) stated in the 2004 first edition that “I have continued to receive 
personal messages from God as I meditate on Him.”  While saying: “I knew my writings 
were not inspired—as only Scripture is…”* 

*Sarah Young, Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in His Presence (Nashville: Integrity Publishers, 
2004), Introduction. 

Why Do People Want to Hear the Voice of God? 

(same list as why people go to NAR churches) 

• “I want to experience God personally.”  (experience over intellect) 

• “I want to feel the presence of God!” (emotional need). 

• “I desperately need God to do something.” (longing for relief) 

• “I want a clear answer from God.” (freedom from uncertainty) 

• “I want my life to matter.” (need for significance) 

• “I want a faith that makes a visible difference.” (desire for tangible results)  

What are the dangers of believing you are hearing the voice of God? 

• People begin to believe that they have some sort of special relationship with God resulting in pride. 

• People might believe their thoughts are divine and supplement Scripture. 

• People who believe in HVG are not open to challenge because they believe what they hear is from 
God. 
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• If their thoughts are interpreted as the voice of God, they can be led away from God’s Word. 

• They might interpret their thoughts as divine direction and mistakenly choose a spouse, quit a job, 
or take a wrong action. 

• Those who tell others that “God has told me you…” are seeking to control others. 

How Do I Decide What to Do? 

• We should make decisions that obey God’s revealed moral will and remain consistent with His 
Word.  

• These decisions should correspond to biblical principles and reflect the wise use of the 
understanding and judgment the Holy Spirit enables us to exercise.  

• Within those boundaries, we may choose responsibly and confidently, trusting God’s providence 
with the outcome. 

The Sufficiency of Christ and Scripture! 

“seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the 
true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence” (2 Peter 1:3). 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 
3:16-17). 

“For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete, 
and He is the head over all rule and authority;” (Colossians 2:9-10). 

Recommended Resources 

Books and Booklets 

Gregory Koukl, The Ambassador’s Guide to the Voice of God (Stand to Reason, 2014) 

Jim Osman’s book, God Doesn’t Whisper (Kootenai Community Church Publishing, 2020) 

 
YouTube Videos 
Justin Peters Ministries, “God Doesn’t Whisper Parts 1, 2, &3  interview with Jim Osman, October 17, 
2020, YouTube video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDWObcAEArk  
 
Websites 
Ligonier Ministries, Knowing Scripture  https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/knowing-scripture 
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