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Some of the greatest skeptics of the resurrection of
Christ are now its most ardent defenders.  The early
church was adamant, that without the resurrection, the
whole Christian faith crumbles (1 Corinthians 15).  No
other religions have made such unique historical
claims. 
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Is the Resurrection Possible? Philosophical/ scientific

question.
 

Is there Credibility to the Historical Accounts?

 Historical question. 
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     1)    Did Jesus really die? Very few scholars dispute this fact.

     2)   Was Jesus seen alive? This is where the primary dispute lies.
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 Two Issues Facing the Historical Credibility

of the Resurrection:
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Preliminary Considerations about Historical Witnesses

Criteria for eyewitness testimony used in both legal cases and
historical investigations:

a)   Are there firsthand eyewitnesses? Firsthand witnesses are given
more weight. 

b)  Are there multiple witnesses? More witnesses increase
credibility.

c)  Are the witnesses independent of one another? No collusion is
detected.

ARE THERE ANY WITNESSES TO THE

RESURRECTION?
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Preliminary Considerations about Historical Witnesses

Criteria for eyewitness testimony used in both legal cases and
historical investigations: (continued)

d)  Are the witnesses reliable? reputation for honesty. don’t have
something to gain or lose.
e)  Are the witnesses closer to the event in question?
f)  Are the witnesses hostile? 
g)   Does admission of evidence embarrass the witness? 

ARE THERE ANY WITNESSES TO THE

RESURRECTION? (continued) 
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1.     Severe Flogging. See John 19:1-7.

2.     Hematidrosis. See Luke 22:44. 

3.     Hypovolemic Shock.

4.     Crucifixion. See Ps. 22:14 (shoulders); John 19:32-33, 36 (bones);


    

Evidence for Jesus’ Death  1.

John 19:34 (heart).    
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 Jesus showed disciples the wounds (John 20:20, 25, 27). 

 Crucifixion was public. Many witnesses to his death.

 5 outside sources confirm death: Josephus, Tacitus, Mara bar       

Serapion, Lucian, Talmud.

No known record of anyone surviving Roman crucifixion.

5.   Corroborating Evidence: 

Evidence for Jesus’ Death  (continued)1.
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 Alternate Theories (i.e., Naturalistic Explanations):

a)     Wrong tomb.

b)    Legend developed later. All scholars agree on early date of


Mark, early creed of 1 Cor. 15.

c)     Fraud. Disciples outright lied.

d)    Hallucination, delusion, visions.

e)    Spiritual Appearance. See John 20:24-28; 1 Cor. 15; 1 John 1:1-3.

2) Evidence for Jesus’ Resurrection
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1.     Jesus’ Predictions. See Matt. 12:39-40; 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:19;


26:32; Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34; 14:28; Luke 9:22; 18:33; John 2:18-22.

2.     Jesus’ Burial. 2 prominent members of the Sanhedrin, Joseph


of Arimathea and Nicodemus.

3.     The Guards. Risking their lives. Stolen body story (see Matt.


28:13).

Main Lines of Evidence:
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Witness of Women.

Testimony of Disciples. See Acts 2:32; 3:15; 4:20; 10:38-41; 13:31; 1 John 1:1-3;

John 19:35; 2 Pet. 1:16-18. Note general testimony of reliable history by Luke

in Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:3. 

Simplicity of Earliest Account (Mark).

 1 Corinthians 15:3-7. Early church creed. Paul’s testimony in 15:8

and 9:1. 

Main Lines of Evidence - continued:
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Disciples Died for their Beliefs. People are willing to die for things

(generally ideas) they believe are true, but they are not willing to die for

things they know for a fact are not true. 

The Conversion of Skeptics. James the brother of Jesus. See 1 Cor.

15:7; also Mark 3:21, 31; 6:3-4; John 7:5.  Note James Ossuary discovered in

2002. 

3) Circumstantial Evidence for Resurrection
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Changes to Key Social Structures. a) Animals sacrifices; b) Mosaic

Law; c) Sabbath; d) Unitarian Monotheism; e) Conquering Messiah.

Communion and Baptism. Illustr. John Kennedy & Lee Harvey Oswald.

The Emergence of the Church. What explains explosion of the early

church? (1) Jesus as God incarnate; (2) Jesus was crucified for sins; and

(3) Jesus rose again.

Most Influential Transformative Religion in History. Same three

beliefs.

3) Circumstantial Evidence for Resurrection
(continued)
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Book: Gary R. Habermas & Michael R. Licona, The Case for the Resurrection. Written by two of the

most widely regarded scholarly experts on the historicity of the resurrection. Gives a very thorough

treatment in an easy-to-understand format.

Book: Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ. Interviews the top scholars on the subject of the

resurrection. Best succinct defense available.

Book: Josh McDowell and Sean McDowell, Evidence for the Resurrection. Very good presentation

of the evidence, but also shows why the resurrection is so important and how it fits into the broader

defense of the Christian faith.

Book: Nathan Busenitz, Reasons We Believe. Very good brief overview of the arguments for the

resurrection. Gives a lot of Scriptural references.

Book: Lee Strobel, The Case for Miracles. Interviews top experts on the subject of miracles and why

Christians have good reasons for believing in miracles and the supernatural. If we are unable to defend

miracles, we are unable to defend the resurrection of Christ.

Resources for defending the Resurrection:
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