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1. The Jewish people were entrusted with the Old Testament by God, and through their careful 
preservation, we have received these Scriptures today:  

• Romans 3:2 “Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of 
circumcision? Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with 
the oracles of God. ” 

2. Jesus, the Messiah came through a Jewish lineage:  
• Romans 1:3 “concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according 

to the flesh.” 
3. Jesus, the man, was a Jew:  

• He was born in a Jewish town, raised in a Jewish family, lived a Jewish life, taught from 
Jewish Scriptures, kept the Jewish feasts, and was crucified as “King of the Jews.” 

4. The Gospel came through the Apostles, who were Jews, and spread to the Gentiles by Jews--
particularly Paul, a Jew among Jews: 

• Philippians 3:4-6 “If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far 
more: circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; 
as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.” 

 
5. The ethical and moral framework of the Judeo-Christian tradition, grounded in God’s 

revealed truth, has been transmitted to us through the Jews: 
• 2 Timothy 3:16–17 “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work.” 

6. Christianity is built on promises made to Israel :  

Judaism – God’s Chosen People! 
“Still Looking for a Messiah?”  

“And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

II Corinthians 4:3-4 

The Blessings of the Jews 
“For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my 

kinsmen according to the flesh, who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory 
and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, whose are the 

fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. 
Amen.”  

Romans 9:4-5 

Why Christians Should Be Interested in Judaism  
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• Romans 11:17-18 ”But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild 
olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of 
the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are 
arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the 
root supports you.” 

7. God’s future plan includes the Jews:  
• Romans 11:25-27 “For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of 

this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that a 
partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in; 26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, ‘The Deliverer will come from 
Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob. This is My covenant with them, when I 
take away their sins.’”  

 
 
 
 
Romans 11:7–8 “What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen 
obtained it, and the rest were hardened; just as it is written, ‘God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes to 
see not and ears to hear not, down to this very day.’” 

Romans 9:31–32 “But Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. Why? 
Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the 
stumbling stone.” 

2 Corinthians 3:14–16  “But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the 
old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. But to this day whenever 
Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 
away.” 

John 12:37–40 “But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not 
believing in Him. 

Acts 28:25–27  “‘Go to this people and say, ‘You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; And 
you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; For the heart of this people has become dull, And with 
their ears they scarcely hear, And they have closed their eyes; Otherwise they might see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, And understand with their heart and return, And I would heal them.’” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The belief or view that the Christian Church has replaced Israel in God’s plan and promises. It holds 
that the Church is now the “new Israel.” This means that the Jews no longer inheriting the covenants, 

The Hardening of Israel 

Are the Jews Still the Chosen People or Have They Been Replaced 
By the Church? 

Replacement Theology  
(Supersessionism) - Supported 
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blessings, and promises originally given to the Jewish people. The belief centers around the view that 
the Jews and national Israel have been permanently set aside because of unbelief. 
Romans 9:6-7 "…For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; nor are they all 
children because they are Abraham’s descendants,…” 

Matthew 21:43 – “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 
to a people producing the fruit of it.”  

1 Peter 2:9–10 – Peter calls believers “a chosen race, a royal priesthood,” language once used for 
Israel. 
 
 
 
Most modern theologians do not hold to Replacement Theology such as John MacArthur, Charles 
Ryrie, and the pastors at KBC.   They, rightly, believe that God’s promises to Israel are irrevocable. 
To back up this, theologians cite Jesus in Matthew 19 and Paul’s arguments in Romans 11 primarily: 
“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.” — Romans 11:29 

“I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected His people whom 
He foreknew… ” Romans 11:1–2 

”But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them 
and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the 
branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the 
root supports you.” Romans 11:17-18 

“For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in 
your own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles 
has come in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written,…“ Romans 11:25–26:  

“And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration 
when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.” Matthew 19:28 

“So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are 
restoring the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs 
which the Father has fixed by His own authority;” Acts 1:6-7. 
 
 
 

1. The Torah (“toh-RAH”): The law. The first five books of the Old Testament. 

2. The Tanakh (“ta-NAHK”): The Hebrew Bible (Scriptures), identical in content to the 
Christian Old Testament but arranged differently. 

Replacement Theology - Refuted 

Foundational Writings for Jews 
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3. The Mishnah (“mish-nah”): (AD200) written compilation of the Oral Law, attributed 
primarily to Rabbi Judah the Prince. Contains legal discussions, moral teachings, and practical 
applications for daily Jewish life. 

4. The Talmud (“tahl-mood): (AD400-600) The Mishnah plus centuries of rabbinic 
commentary called the Gemara. There are two Talmuds (Babylonian Talmud – most 
authoritative - and the Jerusalem Talmud). Contains legal arguments, case studies, ethics, 
folklore, theology, and rabbinic debates. The Talmud is the heart of traditional Jewish 
religious life—especially in Orthodox Judaism. It serves the same role that Bible commentaries 
and doctrinal statements serve in Christian tradition but on a much larger scale. 

5. Midrash (“mid-rash”): Ancient rabbinic commentaries on Scripture. 

6. The Siddur (“see-door”): The Jewish book of daily prayers and blessings used in homes and 
synagogues, Sabbath and holiday liturgies, and blessings for food, life events, and Scripture 
readings. 

 
 
 
Core belief: The Torah (both Written and Oral Law) was divinely revealed by God to Moses at Sinai 
and is eternally binding. 

Authority of Scripture: Orthodox Jews view the Torah and Talmud as literally inspired and infallible 
in religious and moral teaching. 

• Halakhah (”hah-lah-khah”): Fully binding Jewish law. Every aspect of life—diet, dress, prayer, 
Sabbath, marriage, business—is governed by religious law. 

• Sabbath & Kosher Laws: Strictly observed. No work, no travel, no electronics on Shabbat; only 
kosher food. 

• Worship: Conducted mainly in Hebrew; men and women sit separately; men wear kippot and 
often tallit (prayer shawl) and tefillin (phylacteries). 

• Worldview: Tradition is not to be adapted to modernity, rather, Jews must remain faithful to the 
eternal covenant. 

• Role of Women: Equal value, but only men can be rabbis.  

• Beliefs about God:  Strict monotheism: God is personal, eternal, omnipotent, omniscient. 
God is completely non-corporeal. 

 
 
 
The Messiah is a real, future, human descendant of King David. 
• He will be anointed, restore the Davidic monarchy, and bring universal peace (Isaiah 11; Jeremiah 
23; Ezekiel 37). 

Orthodox Judaism 

Orthodox Judaism’s Beliefs on the Messiah 
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• He will regather the Jewish people to the Land of Israel. 
• He will rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. 
• He will restore Torah observance and usher in the Messianic Age. 
• The Messiah is not divine; rather, he is an extraordinarily righteous, God-appointed leader. 
 
 
 
Core belief: The Torah is sacred and inspired by God, but it was transmitted through human history 
and may be interpreted dynamically (meaning may unfold over time). 

Authority of Scripture: Revered but open to critical study and reinterpretation in light of modern 
knowledge. 

• Halakhah: Still authoritative, but rabbis may reinterpret or adapt it for modern life (e.g., driving to 
synagogue on Shabbat, ordaining women, recognizing egalitarian prayer). 

• Sabbath & Kosher Laws: Encouraged but often practiced with flexibility. 

• Worship: Often uses both Hebrew and local language;  

• Worldview: Strives for continuity with tradition while engaging modern thought, science, and 
equality. 
• Role of Women: Women are considered of equal value. Men and women sit together at 

worship. Women may lead prayer or read the Torah. 
• Beliefs about God, miracles, and Messiah 

 
 
 
Many Conservative Jews believe in a future Messianic Age rather than a personal Messiah. 
• However, the movement permits belief in a personal Messiah, so individuals may choose either 

view. 
• Traditional texts are respected but not binding. 
• Emphasis tends to be on a future era of justice, peace, and restoration, whether brought by God 

alone or in partnership with humanity. 
 
 
Core belief: The Torah is inspired by God but written by humans across time. Consequently, Jewish 
law is not binding unless the individual Jew chooses to observe it. 

Authority of Scripture: Sacred, meaningful, but not literally dictated by God at Sinai. The divine 
message is understood through modern ethics and reason. 

• Halakhah (Jewish Law): Optional and not binding. Individuals decide which practices to hold. 

• Sabbath & Kosher: Many Reformed Jews do not keep kosher or observe Sabbath traditionally. 
Some observe modified forms (e.g., attending Friday night services but working Saturday). 

Conservative Judaism 

Conservative Judaism’s Beliefs on the Messiah 

Reformed Judaism 
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• Worship: Often in local language (English, German, etc.): Music, choirs, and mixed seating are 
common. Services are less formal and emphasize message over ritual. 

• Role of Women: Fully equal. Reformed Judaism was the first to ordain women rabbis (1972). 

• Beliefs about God, miracles, and the Messiah: Wide range — from traditional theism to 
metaphorical interpretations. 

 

The Messiah is not a person. 
• Instead, Reformed Judaism teaches a Messianic Age—a future period of global peace, justice, and 

ethics. 
• This age will come through human progress, ethical living, and social reform, not a supernatural 

intervention. 
• Many see the Messianic Age as a moral ideal rather than a prophecy. 
 
 
 
Core belief: Judaism is primarily a heritage and culture, not necessarily a religion. 
Authority of Scripture: Viewed as historical and ethical literature, not divine revelation. 

• Halakhah: Not binding; practices like Passover seders or Hanukkah candle lighting are often 
symbolic, not spiritual. 

• Sabbath & Kosher Laws: Usually not observed except culturally or nostalgically. 

• Worship: May attend synagogue on High Holidays (Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur) out of tradition 
or family connection. 

• Worldview: Jewishness is an ethnic or cultural identity—linked to history, ethics, and community—
rather than a covenantal faith. 

• Role of Women: Fully equal and reflective of the culture. 

 

 
Belief: Usually, no particular view since they see it as cultural history.  

Many secular Jews do not hold religious beliefs about a Messiah at all. 
• Some view the Messiah concept as: 
• A mythological or literary motif of Jewish history, or 
• A symbol of hope, justice, or liberation. 
• Others simply do not engage the topic and treat it as irrelevant to modern life. 
 

Reformed Judaism’s Beliefs on the Messiah 

Cultural (Secular) Judaism 

Cultural (Secular) Judaism’s Belief on the Messiah 
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1. Racial Theory – the Jews are hated because they are an inferior race. 
2. Economic Theory – the Jews are hated because they possess too much wealth and power 
3. Outsiders Theory – the Jews are hated because they are different from everyone else 
4. Scapegoat Theory – the Jews are hated because they are the cause for all the world’s problems 
5. Deicide Theory – the Jews are hated because they killed Jesus Christ 
6. Chosen People Theory – the Jews are hated because they arrogantly declare they are the 

“chosen ones of God.” 
7. Land Usurpers Theory – Jews occupy portions of land believed to belong to others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Making Disciples of All Nations and Peoples.  
• Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…” 

2. Knowledge Builds Bridges and Relationships Rather Than Barriers. 
• Proverbs 20:5 “A plan in the heart of a man is like deep water, but a man of 

understanding draws it out.” 
3. Through Knowledge of Others, We Communicate Respect and Empathy. 

• Colossians 4:6 “Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so 
that you will know how you should respond to each person.” 

4. The Apostle Paul’s Method Was Immersive but Uncompromised.  
• 1 Corinthians 9:22 “To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have 

become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some.”  
5. Effective Evangelism Through Knowledge of Cultures and Religions. 

• Acts 1:8 – “You shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 

6. Effective Apologetics Requires Understanding Competing Worldviews.  
• 1 Peter 3:15 commands, “Always be ready to make a defense to everyone who asks 

you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.”   
7. Knowing Other Religions Deepens Our Appreciation of the Gospel.  

• 1 Corinthians 9:19–23 “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave 
to all, so that I may win more. To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; 
to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the 
Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law… I have become all things to all 
men, so that I may by all means save some.”  

8. Practical Results By Better Conversations, Not Just Better Arguments.  
• Colossians 4:6 “Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so 

that you will know how you should respond to each person.” 

Why Are Jews Hated Over Thousands of Years? 
(According to GotQuestions.org 1-6) 

Why Are Jews Hated Over Thousands of Years? 
(According to GotQuestions.org 1-6) 

Why Christians Should Learn About Other Religions and 
Cultures – So That We Can Effectively Witness to Them 


