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Are Jehovah’s Witnesses a Cult? 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania (official name) 

What is the History of the Jehovah’s Witnesses? 

Charles Taze Russell – Founder 
1852—1916 

• Had only a 7th grade education. 
• He came from an area of the country where the Second Great Awakening abuses impacted the 

people in the area. 
• Early on he expressed disagreement with a literal Hell and organized religion. 
• He organized a Bible study class in 1870 that led to them declaring him to be “pastor.” 
• Founded The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom in 1879, which began the 

publishing focus of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
• In 1912, he went on a world tour where he preached sermons to enthusiastic crowds—the 

problem was that he didn’t preach in many of the places and there were no “enthusiastic 
crowds!” 

• 1912 Russell filed a libel suit against a Baptist pastor who had said he was unqualified to teach 
because he lacked ordination, higher education, or knowledge of biblical languages. 

• Russell ended up under oath admitting he did not know Greek and could not translate 
one of the easiest passages.  

• He ended up losing the libel suit. 
• Died in 1916 while living in a palatial mansion with a total net worth of nearly $30 million in 

2025 USD 
• Because of the well-publicized scandals and scams, most JW’s deny they are following his 

teachings. Yet, his teachings are the foundations for their beliefs. 

• He too had only a 7th grade education.  
• He was a court stenographer and worked/studied under some legal professionals. 
• He was a licensed attorney who held a minor judgeship and thereafter took on the title of ”Judge.” 
• He came under the spell of Charles Taze Russell and became a follower. 
• He was legal counsel for the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

Joseph F. Rutherford  
(1869-1942) 

• In 1918 he went to prison for violation of the Espionage Act for:  
• Conspiring to cause insubordination and refusal of duty in the armed forces, and 
• Obstructing recruitment and enlistment during wartime. 

• He produced many of the innovations for J.W.’s such as the door-to-door evangelism. 
• In 1931, he coined the term “Jehovah’s Witnesses” based on Isaiah 43:10 
• He pushed the belief that only 144,000 would go to heaven. 
• He prophesied that the world would end in 1925, and then again in 1941. 
• He died in 1942 with a largely hidden substantial net worth, which he amassed during the Great 

Depression. 
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Where do the Jehovah’s Witnesses get their name? 
 

Isaiah 43:10 You are My witnesses,” declares the Lord, “And My servant whom I have 
chosen, So that you may know and believe Me And understand that I am He. Before Me 
there was no God formed, And there will be none after Me.” 

God is using the “I AM” here in Hebrew. 
The irony of this is that in John 13:19, Jesus, speaking of His betrayal, uses the exact word for 
Him as in Isaiah 43:10. “From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it 
does occur, you may believe that I am He.” 

Jesus is using the “I AM” here in Greek 
Jesus declared Himself to be the God of Isaiah 43:10. The very thing that J.W.’s deny. 
 

Jehovah’s Witnesses Basic Beliefs 
 

1. They do not believe in the Trinity. They are “unitarian”, meaning that they believe there is 
one God who does not share with Jesus (who they believe is not deity) and/or the Holy 
Spirit (who they believe is a force like electricity). * 

2. “Jesus is not Jehovah God; he is the first and only direct creation [begotten] of God and the 
agent through which Jehovah made all other things. This is why he is referred to as Son of 
God. 

3. Michael the archangel was Jehovah’s first and only direct creation. All other things were 
created through Michael. 

4. They believe Jesus was Michael the archangel whom God sent in a different form into the 
virgin Mary as Jesus a human being. Jesus was resurrected he is now a spirit once again as 
Michael. * 

5. They do not subscribe to the Trinity in any form. They believe they are the only true 
followers of the true and almighty God, Jehovah.  

6. They deny Christ’s deity. They believe he was a perfect human in a human body. 
7. They believe in the tomb Jesus’ body dissolved, and God created a “spirit” who only 

appeared to still have remnants of a physical body. 
8. Jehovah’s Witnesses deny that the Holy Spirit is God. Rather, the Holy Spirit is a force 

“like electricity.” 
9. The second ‘coming’ of Jesus was an invisible spiritual presence that began in 1914, who 

rules from the Watchtower headquarters. 
10. They do not believe in a literal hell. The dead exist only in God’s memory: “the wicked 

will not be punished with conscious torment but will be extinguished [annihilated] forever.” 
11. Three groups in salvation. “Anointed class” of 144,000 that are saved. Dr. James White 

believes they are working on a plan to make changes to this area. * You had to be alive by 
1914 (born around 1904) to be included. However, they have made some changes to this 
when they realized that no one was alive who was born no later than 1904. 

12. The Great Cloud of Witnesses: 99.99% of J.W.’s will live in a paradise earth since they are 
not members of the 144,000. They believe that they could slip during the paradise and if 
they do they are immediately annihilated. * 

13. The third class is everyone else no matter who you are since you are not part of the J.W.’s. 
If you die before the Millennium, you will be resurrected and be taught the J.W. teachings 
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and if you accept you will be included in the Great Cloud of Witnesses. Otherwise, 
annihilated. * 

14. In the past, the 144,000 were already determined. However, the current JW view is that it 
is still open. They believe that God chooses them through a “strong inner conviction.” 
Only those with the “strong inner conviction” can take communion held the annual 
“Memorial of Christ’s Death.” 

15. During the Passover, they have a Memorial Supper and invite all J.W.’s to come and they 
observe the Lord’s Supper, but only those who have an inner spiritual conviction that they 
are part of the 144,000 get to take the elements. They pass the elements, and no one takes 
it.*  

16. In 2024, 21,119,442 attended the Memorial Supper worldwide and 23,212 took the 
elements. 0.0011% of all Jehovah’s Witnesses. (source J.W.org) 

17. Jesus’ atonement was possible because he was a “perfect human.” Because Adam was a 
human, the atonement needed to be by a “perfect human” not someone who was also 
God. 

18. They believe in the destruction of the world through Armageddon, which was prophesied 
by Charles Taze Russell to be 1914, then Joseph F. Rutherford (Judge) to be 1925 and 
then 1941. Finally, Nathan H. Knorr (Third President, 1942—1977) said the world would 
end in 1975. 

19. They make all sorts of excuses why they didn’t really mean the world was going to end. 
This is why they now say they believe that Jesus came invisibly in 1914 so that they can 
argue that their prophecies are not false. 

20. They believe that our Bible was corrupted from the 4th century on with the introduction of 
the Trinity and pagan ideas. 

21. They believe that no one should teach anything or believe anything unless taught by 
“Governing Body” of 11 men (2025) in the Warwick, NJ headquarters.  

22. They are taught that the Trinity is a doctrine originated from Satan. The J.W.’s have been 
told that the Trinity is the Christian’s Achilles Heel, so they feel they are equipped to battle 
Christians on this. * 

23. They believe that Matthew 24:45’s “sensible slave” refers to the J.W. Governing Body of 
11 elderly men in 2025. * 

24. They strongly enforce a very strict shunning of disciplined members who do not follow the 
J.W. teachings exactly. No appeal! * 

 
 
 
“The JW’s are totally convinced by Watchtower headquarters that all those who disagree 
with them—particularly biblical Christians are not only wrong but are mortal enemies who 
will finally be destroyed by Jehovah at the great battle of Armageddon, which is yet to 
come.” Fritz Ridenour So What’s the Difference 
 

The Indoctrination! 
 

Proverbs 14:15: “The naive believes everything, but the sensible person considers his steps.” 
• J.W.’s are told Christians are the enemy who will be annihilated at Armageddon. 
• J.W.’s are not allowed to do any independent study. 

Christians Are Seen as the Enemy of J.W.’s! 
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• Only the materials from their NJ headquarters can be studied or consulted. 
• The teachings only come from the “Governing Body” of 11 men in NJ (2025).  
• They meet a minimum of five times a week plus evangelizing ("fieldwork”).*  

• Sunday is always a Public Talk followed by Watchtower Study. 
• They have a weekly book study, Theocratic Ministry School, and others. 

• They are not allowed to use the Bible in any form—only their New World Translation. 
 

 
Sources: The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin; So What’s the Difference by Fritz 
Ridenour; and *Dr. James White of Alpha Omega Ministries YouTube Video How to 
Witness a to Jehovah’s Witness (2018) 
 

The Current J.W.’s View on the 144,000 
 

Jehovah’s Witness / Watchtower / JW official sources 
1. “Who Goes to Heaven? | Bible Questions” (jw.org) — states that the Bible “indicates that 
144,000 people will be resurrected to heavenly life” and presents the JW understanding of that 
class.   
2. “The Great Crowd to Live in Heaven? Or on Earth?” (jw.org) — explains that most 
Witnesses expect life on earth, not in heaven, and distinguishes the “great crowd” from the 
144,000.   
3. “Great Crowd” (Insight on the Scriptures, jw.org) — describes the “great crowd” as those 
who will live on earth, not in heaven.   
4. “A Great Crowd Before Jehovah’s Throne” (jw.org) — JW teaching on how the great 
crowd survives the great tribulation and lives eternally on earth.   
5. “A Multitudinous Great Crowd” (Revelation: Its Grand Climax At Hand, jw.org) — 
comment on the great crowd being international and having the earthly hope.   
6. “’A Great Crowd’ Hails the King” (Let Your Kingdom Come, jw.org) — connects 
Revelation 7’s sealing of 144,000 with the great crowd.   
7. “The Great Crowd of Other Sheep Praise God and Christ” (Watchtower Study, jw.org) 
— more explanation of the “other sheep / great crowd” and their hope.   
8. “Jehovah’s Witnesses Beliefs” (Wikipedia summary) — summarizes the JW belief that the 
144,000 are in heaven and the rest have the hope of life on earth, citing their doctrinal 
sources.   
 
 

Two excellent YouTube videos on Jehovah’s Witnesses: 
 

How to Witness to a Jehovah’s Witness by Dr. James White (Alpha Omega Ministries). It 
speaks both to their views and the challenges of witnessing to them. 
https://youtu.be/Pe80weTokiE?si=Lr9fzFAA5lPSHh2e 
Witnesses' Propaganda and Jesus | Collision w/ Jeff Durbin 
https://youtu.be/ie57xYvOyj0?si=ehfG8QHIcsQ4_cE1 
 
 
 
 

“Some minds are like concrete: thoroughly mixed up and permanently set.” (anonymous) 

https://youtu.be/Pe80weTokiE?si=Lr9fzFAA5lPSHh2e
https://youtu.be/Pe80weTokiE?si=Lr9fzFAA5lPSHh2e
https://youtu.be/ie57xYvOyj0?si=ehfG8QHIcsQ4_cE1
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How Many  
Jehovah’s Witnesses  
Are There? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


