
THE GRAND 
SCOPE OF 
REDEMPTION
Lesson 2: Why is Redemption Needed? (Part 2)
A Look at Sin, Corruption and Spiritual Inability



“God made you little lower than angels;
sin has made you little better than the devils.”

Joseph Alleine

1.  What is Sin?

       A. What Sin Is Not:

• Denial of the True Self – To find true self requires 
 self-enlightenment or self-actualization.

• Negative Thinking – Just need to think positive thoughts, 
 raise one’s self-esteem.

• Social Sickness/ Disease – Requires catharsis, a need to 
 express inner struggles, fears, etc…

All worldly views of sin view it from a human perspective where man is the measure.  Thus, it 
denies the reality that we have been created in God’s image and for His glory.



B.  What Sin Is:

• Criminal – An offense against the Creator and His character as exemplified in His laws.
 See Exod. 34:5-7; Psa. 89:30-32; 1 John 3:4 (cf. 1 John 5:17 & Psa. 11:4-7).

• Enmity – A hostile violation (rebellion) and betrayal of the 
 relationship with the Creator. See Rom. 5:10 (cf. Isa. 59:12-13). 
 Sin is a failure to humbly uphold His glory in all we do.

 See Rom. 3:23; 1 Cor. 10:31 (cf. Rom. 1:21; Jer. 13:16; 
 John 5:44; Rev. 16:9; Col. 3:17).

Sin can be characterized by unbelief towards God (Cf. Matt. 17:17; 
2 Cor. 4:4; Tit. 1:15; Heb. 3:12) and a rejection of His authority over 
us (Psa. 10:3-4; 14:1). Subsequently, sin is further characterized 
by pride (Deut. 8:11-14; Prov. 16:5; Isa. 2:17) and idolatry (1 Thess. 1:9).

 



2.  The Universal Corruption of Sin

    A.  Sin is universal. 
           See Gen. 6:5; Rom. 3:9-18, 23 (cf. also Prov. 20:9; Eccl. 7:20) 
 
    Pre-fall Humanity: Posse non peccare      Post-fall Humanity:   Non posse non peccare
   “Able not to sin”       “Not able not to sin”
   (Capable of not sinning)      (Incapable of not 
             sinning)
   

    B.  Sin is tied to the curse of our representative Adam. 
          See Rom. 5:12, 19.

    C.  Sin is part of our corrupted nature from birth:  
          See Psa. 51:5; 58:3; Eph. 2:3 (cf. Jer. 13:23)

 



D.  Sin corrupts the whole person but not wholly: 
        See Eph 2:1, 5; Col. 2:13 (cf. Rom. 7:18)

• Man still has a conscience, though it be corrupted (Rom. 2:14-15; 1 Tim. 4:1-2; Tit. 1:15)

• Man is able to do good to others (Luke 11:13), but not in a way that pleases God (Rom. 
8:8) and seeks His glory (Rom. 3:23). Faith is necessary to please God (Heb. 11:6).      
Even the best deeds of the unbeliever are as filthy rags (Isa. 64:6).

• Sin has corrupted the heart (Jer. 17:9; Eph. 4:18; cf. also Eccl. 9:3)

• Sin has corrupted the mind (Rom. 1:28; 8:7; Eph. 4:17; Col. 1:21; Tit. 1:15;                        
cf. also 1 Tim. 6:5; 2 Tim. 3:8).

• Sin has corrupted the will (John 1:13; 8:34; Rom. 6:6, 16-17, 20)

    E.  Sin stems from the heart not just actions: 
          See Prov 4:23; Matt 12:33-35; 15;19; Mark 7:20-23



3.  The Results of Sin

Sin incurs the wrath and judgment of God: See John 3:36; Rom. 1:18; 2:5; Eph. 5:6; Heb. 
9:27; 2 Pet. 3:7; Rev. 6:16-17.

Sin incurs death:
• Spiritual Death: See Eph. 2:1, 5.
• Physical Death: See Ezek. 18:4; Rom. 1:32; 5:12; 6:16, 23.
• Eternal Death: See 2 Thess. 1:9; Rev. 20:6, 10, 14.

 
Death means separation:  
Spiritual death means to be temporally separated 
from God (Eph. 2:12). 
Physical death means to be separated from the body.  
Eternal death means to be rejoined to the body but 
to be separated from God eternally (cf. 2 Thess. 1:9).  



4.  The Spiritual Inability of Sinful Man

 The spiritual death of the unbeliever means 

 that he is enslaved to his sin and is therefore 
 spiritually and morally unable to come to God 
 or in any way able to gain salvation on his own.  
 See Jer. 13:23; Matt. 7:17-18; John 1:13; 3:19-20; 
 Rom. 3:9-11; 8:6-8; 1 Cor. 1:18; 2:14; Eph. 4:17-19. 

Note also the power of Satan to deceive and blind unbelievers:  
See John 8:44; 2 Cor. 4:3-4; Eph. 2:1-2; 2 Tim. 2:25-26; 1 John 5:19.
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