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Interpretive 
School 

Basic Approach of Revelation 

Preterist Believe that the events of Revelation were filled beginning in AD70 with 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans. 

Historicist View Revelation as an overview of church history, describing various 
times of persecution and tribulation. 

Idealist Interpret Revelation symbolically, as a nonliteral depiction of the battle 
between God and satanic forces of evil. 

Futurist Understand Revelation 4-22 as prophetic account of actual future 
events, specifically focused on the end of the age. This view is the 
natural results of a straightforward reading of the book. 

 

Excerpt from Because the Time is Near by John MacArthur  
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Dispensational Pre-millennial View 

  

Historic Pre-millennialism 
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Post-Millennial View  

 

Amillennial View 

  




