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The tongue of the wise makes knowledge acceptable, but the mouth of fools spouts folly.” 
Proverbs 15:2 

 
 
 
 

Kingdom of the Cults definition: “…is any religious group which differs significantly in some one or 
more respects as to belief or practice from those religious groups which are regarded as the 
normative expressions of religion in our total culture.”  Walter Martin in Kingdom of the Cults 
 
“A cult … is any religious movement which claims the backing of Christ or the Bible but distorts 
the central message of Christianity by 1) an additional revelation, and 2) displacing a fundamental 
tenet of the faith with a secondary matter.”   Gordon R. Lewis (may not be his exact quote)Source 
of the Gordon R. Lewis quote: https://archive.pilgrim-covenant.com/ntagq/people-call-us-
cultic.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com 
 
 

1. Living prophet’s revelation (currently, Russell M. Nelson )  
2. The Book of Mormon. 
3.   The Doctrine and Covenants 
4.   The Pearl of Great Price 
5.  Bible (only true as far as translated correctly) 

 

Mormon’s Basic Beliefs 
”Like Nailing Jello to the Wall” 

 
1. The Bible is the Word of God to the extent that it has been translated correctly, which they 

believe it has not been and is corrupted. 
2. The earth is only one of the planets that gods rule over. 
3. These gods were human beings at one time, but have progressed to be gods. 
4. Mormonism is “polytheistic” because they believe we are all gods, some of which will 

“progress” to where they will be gods like Jesus is now. 
5. Humans are no different than God because God was once a human, as we are. 
6. The Trinity is three separate Gods, the Father who begot Jesus and the H.S. 
7. God and his wives (or Holy Mother) have spirit babies in heaven who are sent to earth to 

eventually progress to gods like Jesus and God. 
8. They believe that salvation/exaltation requires a number of good works to earn the ability 

to progress.   
Source: The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mormonism in America 

Is Mormonism a Cult? 
1830 Founded as “The Church of Christ” 

1834 Renamed “The Church of Latter-Day Saints” 

Mormon Hierarchy of Authority 

https://archive.pilgrim-covenant.com/ntagq/people-call-us-cultic.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://archive.pilgrim-covenant.com/ntagq/people-call-us-cultic.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Joseph Smith Jr. 
Born 1805 – Died1844.  Lead the Mormons from 1830 to 1844 

 
 

• 1823 Two angels appear, and later the angel Moroni appears to Smith 
• 1826 Smith is convicted of “glass looking” (an occult practice). A practice used by con men 

at the time. 
• 1827 Angel leads Smith to the buried artifacts.  

 

Joseph Smith’s Translation of the Plates 
 
1827 to 1829 Smith translated the gold plates. Varying stories as to how this was accomplished: (1) 
seer stones in a hat (occult practice); (2) looking through the glasses; and (3) behind a curtain 
without specific knowledge how he translated.  
 

Mormon Books Publishing Dates 
 

The Book of Mormon First Edition by Joseph Smith 1830 
The Doctrine and Covenants - First Edition by Joseph Smith 1833 

The Pearl of Great Price First Edition by Joseph Smith compiled by Franklin D. Richards 1851 
 

Missouri, Illinois, and Utah 
 

• 1831 Joseph Smith and others move to Independence, Missouri. 
• 1838 Mormon War and Governor of Missouri issues “extermination order.” 
• 1839 Joseph Smith and the Mormons move to Nauvoo, Illinois. 
• 1844 Smith and brother Hyrum arrested for inciting a riot. A mob of some two hundred 

people stormed the jail and brutally murdered Smith and his brother. 
 

Brigham Young’s Leadership 
Brigham Young 

Born 1801- Died 1877. Lead the Mormons 1844 – 1877 
 

• 1844 Young takes over as the Mormon leader. 
• 1846 Young and the Mormons go to the valley of the Great Salt Lake. 
• 1857 Mountain Meadows Massacre ordered by Young to kill 120 non-Mormon 

immigrants. 
• 1877 Young dies. Each Mormon President thereafter takes over the same leadership 

position as Smith and Young. 
 

The Book of Mormon Account 
 

• Two ancient civilizations came to the Americas in 2250 BC. 
• The Jaredites left after the tower of Babel, but totally destroyed due to apostasy. 
• Second group (righteous Jews) left Jerusalem led by Lehi and his son Nephi around 600 

BC. Split into Nephites and Lamanites. 
• Lamanites were cursed with dark skin and became the Native Americans. 

Joseph Smith’s Vision/Revelation - Timeline 



Gods, Gurus, and the Good News  
September 21, 2025 

 

Page 3 of 7 

• After His resurrection, Christ preached the Gospel to the Nephites and instituted baptism 
and Communion. 

• Around 421 AD, the Lamanites defeated the Nephites in battle on the hill where Joseph 
Smith found the gold plates. 

• The Nephite military leader, Mormon, abridged the Book of Mormon, which Joseph 
Smith found and translated. 

 

What’s the Problem with Joseph Smith’s Vision and Prophecies? 
(Besides everything!) 

 

Archaeological Evidence? 
There is no/zero/nada archaeological evidence of even one item, person, city, or building 
associated with any part of Joseph Smith’s story.  
 
The geography of Bible lands and visible remains of antiquity were gradually recorded until today 
more than 25,000 sites within this region and dating to Old Testament times, in their broadest 
sense, have been located…”  -Donald J. Wiseman, “Archaeological Confirmation of the Old 
Testament,” in C.F.H. Henry, “Revelation and the Bible,” 301-302 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the archaeological proof for the Bible and the lack for 
Mormon archaeology, see Joel Kramer’s YouTube video: The Test of a Prophet: The Bible vs. 
Joseph Smith  https://youtu.be/FrqkaKz_SSg?si=jRj5TMT88l_C8fNy 
 

What About the Reliability of the Three Witnesses to  
The Book of Mormon? 

 

• Wouldn’t it be good to have witnesses to the gold plates before the angel Moroni took them 
back to heaven? 

• Three witnesses, Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris, claimed they had seen 
the plates. 

• Martin Harris, the farmer who sold his farm to finance the publishing, told Professor Anton he 
did not actually see them, rather, “I saw them with the eye of faith.”1 

• Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer were described by contemporary Mormons as: 
“counterfeiters, thieves, [and] liars.” 2 

• Oliver Cowdery denied his witness of the Book of Mormon when he later joined the Methodist 
Church. 

 

Other Problems with The Book of Mormon 
(Other Than the Obvious!) 

 

• Contains thousands of words from the King James Bible. 
• Scores of inaccuracies such as attributing words by Peter to Moses or Christ speaking 

Peter’s words. (careless error) 
• Anachronisms: speaks of “steel", "compass”, and “glass windows” on Jaredites’ barge (2250 

BC) when they had not yet been invented. 
• States that Jesus was born in Jerusalem. (Alma 7:9,10) 

https://youtu.be/FrqkaKz_SSg?si=jRj5TMT88l_C8fNy
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• Revelation 22:18-20 “I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 
book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this 
book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take 
away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.” 

 

Joseph Smith’s Numerous Prophecies! 
 

“But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded 
him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die. And if you say 
in your heart, ‘How will we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?’ When a prophet 
speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing 
which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be 
afraid of him.” Deuteronomy 18:20–22 (cf. Deuteronomy 13:1-10) 
 
 
 
 

“We believe in God the Father, His Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost.” 
Mormons actual belief: Three separate beings, not one essence. Jesus and the Holy Spirit have 
been procreated by the Father and the Heavenly Mother. 
Source: LDS Bible Dictionary, “Godhead”: “The word Trinity is not found in the scriptures, and 
is a word not found in the Latter-day Saint doctrine. The Godhead consists of God the Father, his 
Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost. We believe them to be three separate and distinct beings, 
physically distinct, but perfectly united in purpose and doctrine.”(LDS Bible Dictionary Godhead) 
Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” 
1 Peter 1:2 “…according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the 
Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood.” 
Excellent YouTube Video on the differences: Protestant and Mormon Discuss the Trinity (Jacob 
Hansen and Gavin Ortlund) https://youtu.be/7Y9_unCe__M?si=8DNTRbkHvVAfEBj0 
 

“We believe that men are saved by grace.” 
Seems like they are quoting Ephesians 2:8–9. 
Mormons actual belief: That grace makes up the difference “after all we can do.”  
Source: Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 25:23 “For we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after 
all we can do.” Also: LDS Bible Dictionary, “Grace”: 
“This grace is an enabling power that allows men and women to lay hold on eternal life and 
exaltation after they have expended their own best efforts.” 
Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God; 9not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
 

“We believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, our Savior.” 
Mormons actual belief: Jesus is the literal spirit-brother of Lucifer. They believe Jesus to be a 
created being who is no different in substance than any human. Christ’s difference is that he has 
progressed to a point of exaltation.  

Misleading Mormon Vocabulary 

https://youtu.be/7Y9_unCe__M?si=8DNTRbkHvVAfEBj0
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Source: Gospel Principles (2011 ed.), Ch. 2: “Every person who was ever born on earth was our 
spirit brother or sister in heaven. The firstborn spirit son of our heavenly parents was Jesus 
Christ… Lucifer, who also was a spirit son of God, rebelled against Him.” 
Colossians 1:16-17: “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created 
through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.” 
 

“We believe the Bible to be the word of God.” 
Mormons actual belief: The Bible is inspired only “as far as it is translated correctly.” They believe 
the Bible we have is corrupted.  Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, Pearl of Great Price 
are superior and more trustworthy. 
Source: Articles of Faith 8: “We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated 
correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.” 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work.” 
Psalm 19:7–8“The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is 
sure, making wise the simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.” 
 

“We believe in the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
Mormons actual belief: The “gospel” includes laws, ordinances, baptism, temple rituals, and 
covenants necessary for exaltation. Works oriented belief! 
Source: Gospel Principles, Ch. 3: “The gospel of Jesus Christ is God’s plan for our happiness and 
salvation. The gospel includes all the doctrines, principles, laws, ordinances, and covenants 
necessary to be exalted in the celestial kingdom.” 
Romans 4:4–5 “Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due. 
But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
credited as righteousness.” (cf. Ephesians 2:8&9 and the whole New Testament) 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 ”For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures,” 
 

“We believe in eternal life.” 
Mormon actual belief: “Eternal life” is obtained by “exaltation” to godhood in the Celestial 
Kingdom where they procreate spirit children with a spouse. 
Source: Doctrine and Covenants 132:19–20: “…then shall they be gods, because they have no end; 
therefore, shall they be from everlasting to everlasting… then shall they be above all, because all 
things are subject unto them.” 
Brigham Young (Journal of Discourses 11:122): “The Lord created you and me for the purpose of 
becoming Gods like Himself… when they [husband and wife] receive their crowns, their 
dominions, they then will be prepared to frame earths like unto ours, and to people them in the 
same manner as we have been brought forth by our parents.” 
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Matthew 22:30  “For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like 
angels in heaven.” 
Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!” 
Isaiah 43:10 “…Before Me there was no God formed, And there will be none after Me.” 
 

“We believe in Heaven.” 
(but no Hell as we know it) 

John 8:24 “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am 
He, you will die in your sins.”  
Matthew 13:41-42 ”The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His 
kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the 
furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 
 

Celestial Kingdom “glory of the sun”(highest) – Who gets to go here? 
• Faithful Latter-day Saints who accept the “fullness of the gospel.” 
• Those who receive temple ordinances (including eternal marriage). 
• Children who die before the age of accountability (age 8). 
Terrestrial Kingdom ”glory of the moon” – Who gets to go here? 
• “Honorable” people on earth who never accepted the LDS gospel. 
• Those who rejected it here but later accepted it in the spirit world. 
• Those who were not valiant in their testimony of Jesus. 
Telestial Kingdom “glory of the stars” – Who gets to go here? 
• The ungodly, unrepentant sinners who rejected Christ and the spirit world. 
• Murderers, sorcerers, liars, adulterers, etc. 
• They do not go to “outer darkness,” but to this lowest kingdom. 
Outer Darkness (Temporary and Permanent Spirit Prison) 

• Where those who have rejected Christ and particularly hated Christ. 
• Where Satan and the angels who followed him go. 
• The “weeping and gnashing of teeth” from Matthew 13:42? 

                     

Where Do Christians Go? 

They go to the Terrestrial level (middle level). However, some Mormons believe if these repent 
and accept the Mormon doctrine, they might go to the Celestial level. 
 
Doctrine & Covenants 76:71–74 describes the Terrestrial as inhabited by “honorable men of the 
earth, who were blinded by the craftiness of men,” and those who “receive not the testimony of 
Jesus in the flesh, but afterwards received it.” 
 
“Members of the true Church are the only ones who have eternal life. Those of the world who are 
honorable men will go to the terrestrial kingdom.” (Mormon Doctrine, 2nd ed., p. 670). 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 76:71–74 (on the Terrestrial Kingdom): “These are they who are 
honorable men of the earth, who were blinded by the craftiness of men… These are they who 
receive of his glory, but not of his fulness.”  [referring to Christians] 
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Where Do Non-Christians, Those Who Reject Mormonism, or 
Reject Christ Go? 

They go to a “temporary spirit prison” in order to hear the Gospel (Mormon Gospel) and receive 
baptism for the dead. If they repent, then they will go to the Terrestrial level.  
 
Gospel Principles (2011, Ch. 41, “The Postmortal Spirit World”) Official LDS teaching manual: 
“Those in spirit prison can be freed through repentance and by accepting the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. … They can then benefit from the saving ordinances done for them in temples.” 
 
Joseph Fielding Smith (10th LDS President), Doctrines of Salvation, Vol. 2, p. 135 “The great 
majority of those who are in spirit prison will go to the terrestrial kingdom. … Those who reject the 
gospel even when it is preached to them in the spirit world will inherit the telestial kingdom.” 
 

Witnessing to Mormons 
 

Use the principles in Tactics and Street Smarts by Greg Koukl. 
Things to keep in mind: 

• They will immediately reject any notion they are not Christians. 
• When they accuse you of believing they are wrong, point out that they also believe we are 

wrong. Say to them, “I am not offended by that.” 
• Assure the Mormon you are not trying to offend them. 
• Explain that there are many things you agree with them about (same sex marriage, 

abortion, etc.) 
• Ask “Would you want to know if you were worshipping the wrong God?” 
• When they act defensive: Use a Brett Kunkle illustration. “Imagine I’m holding two small, 

round white pills. Are they similar? Sure. But what if one is aspirin and the other is 
arsenic? The similarities become irrelevant because it’s the difference that is critical!” 
(source: Stand to Reason’s Ambassador’s Guide to Mormonism by Brett Kunkle) 


