Gods, Guru’s, and the Good News
September 7, 2025

Class Description: Have you ever wondered what people of other religions really believe—and
how to talk with them about Jesus without sounding pushy or uninformed? This class is for you.
Over the course of the fall, we'll take a closer look at the world’s major religions, what they teach,
and how we can share the hope of the Gospel with kindness, confidence, and truth.

We'll dive into what these religions are all about, how they attempt to answer life’s big questions,
and how we, as believers, can share the Good News of Jesus from where people are coming
from. Whether you've been sharing your faith for years or feel nervous about it, this class will help
you understand and engage others with grace and clarity.

What Are We Going to Cover:
1. Apply the Bible to all aspects of our discussion.
Examine why people reject God.
Discuss what God requires of us in defending our faith.
Understand why no one can comprehend anything outside of Christ.
Determine what a worldview is and why it's important.
Examine some of the major religions practiced in our country.
Determine ways to share the Gospel with those who have a false worldview or a false
religion.

NO U A W

Why People Reject God

Romans 1:18-22: "For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is
known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.For since the creation
of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly

seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even
though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in
their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became
fools,”

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 "And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in
whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might
not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

Ephesians 4:17-18:"...walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,
being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance
that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart.”

What is It That All Unbelievers Have in Common?
*  They KNOW GOD BUT have rejected HIM.
* They believe either that there is no God, or
* That Heis a god in the way that they want him to be.
* Theyorigi mischaracterize the God of the Bible.
* In other words, they are not seeking Him.
* They argue on the basis of their own foolish thinking.
* They love their sin! John 3:19
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What Does God Requires of Us for Defending Our Faith?

| Peter 3:15: "But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a
defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet
with gentleness and reverence.”

Persuasion versus Faithfulness

Answer or Do Not Answer?

Il Timothy 2:23 “But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that they
produce quarrels.”
Proverbs 26:4 "“Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you will also be like him.”

"

Proverbs 26:5 "Answer a fool as his folly deserves, that he not be wise in his own eyes.

Why No One Can Understand Anything Outside of Christ.

Colossians 2:2-3: "that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love,
and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding,
resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

The Example of Paul and Reasoning

Acts 17:1-3"Now when they had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came

to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And according to Paul’s custom,
he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining
and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying,
“This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you is the Christ!

Acts 17:17"So he was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-
fearing Gentiles, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be present!

Acts 17:22-25 "So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, |
observe that you are very religious in all respects. For while | was passing through and
examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, TO AN
UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this | proclaim to you.The
God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does
not dwell in temples made with hands; ..."

Colossians 2:8: “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty
deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of
the world, rather than according to Christ.”
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“...no matter what your opponent or the person questioning you knows, and unbelievers know a great
deal, I'm not denying that for a moment, but what they know 1s only made possible by the worldview
that you're trying to convince them of. Because 1t's all deposited with Christ.”

Greg Bahnsen

What 1s a Religion?

No definition can encompass what everyone might call a religion, but for this class, we
are going to use the following:

"A system of beliefs (views) and practices (behavior) concerning ultimate matters that
directs a person toward the divine (or lack of) and thus provides meaning and coherence
to a person’s life.”

A Worldview Attempts to Answer the Big Questions

* Whatis the origin of man and the universe?

* Isthere a God and does it matter even if there is?

* Ifthereis a God, what is God like and how do | relate to God?

* Isthere meaningin life?

*  Whatis truth and is it absolute or relative?

*  What is the basis of morality and ethics?

* Ifthere is meaning to life, what really is the meaning?

+ Does my life have a specific purpose, and if so, what is that purpose?
*  What am | supposed to do with my life?

*  What does it mean to live a good life, or do | even need to be good?
* s there life after death?

* Isman merely an animal, or is he much more?

HOW DOLS A RELIGION DIFFER FROM A
WORLDVIEW?

According to Focus on the Family, a worldview is:

"A person’s worldview consists of the values, ideas or the fundamental belief system that
determines his attitudes, beliefs and ultimately, actions. Typically, this includes his view of
issues such as the nature of God, man, the meaning of life, nature, death, and right and
wrong."!

Thttps.//www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/whats-a-christian-worldview/
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